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Style for Life 

Our experienced Design Consultants offer professional advice and can provide the 
perfect solution for your decorating needs. Whether you are designing a new home 
or commercial space, expanding to support a growing family or modernizing a dated 
look, we have the flooring, window fashions and accessories to fit your lifestyle. 

BRAID 

Floorings Window Fashions 


www.braidflooring.com #1-2301 Millar Avenue, Saskatoon, SK Ph: 306-244-1973 
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Saskatoon: 

For the People, By the People 


Saskatoon really is a 
resident-friendly city Not 
only is it coiitiiiualiy taking 
steps to develop a safe and 
vibrant environment for its 
Inhabitants; ifs also pspar¬ 
ing for even more people to 
move here. 

Saskatoon is also the 
creaiion of its people, jmsi, 
present and future. They 
make their unique contribu¬ 
tions, helping to shape the 


characters of the city and de¬ 
fine it as an appealing place 
to live. 

This issue of Saskatoon 
Marne is dedicated lo Sas- 
kaloan’s richness and diver¬ 
sity as a place to live, created 
by the City, developers and 
residents. 

From the past we profile 
the historic neighbourhood 
of Buena Vista, check out a 
restored heritage home and 


vintage landscaping. We also 
talk to the "Rock Man " who's 
lived here a long time and 
created many of Saskatoon's 
"stone” rivers. 

In the present, we explore 
the options different people 
have taken to create innova¬ 
tive homes—from the live/ 
work option to converted 
and renovated urban con¬ 
dominiums to replacing or 
transforming older dwell¬ 
ings into new ones using 
infill, renovation or complete 
reconstruction. 

Regarding the future, we 
look al some of the trends in 
homes —* from neo-tradition- 
at designs to the popuianiy of 
living closer to the uriian core, 
to the preferences of some 
folks for houses ivith a seven- 
figure price tag! 

The members of this 
month’s Professional Panel 
dish on what the City is doing 
for its residen ts as well as their 
favourite current and upcom¬ 
ing neighbourhoods. 

We are also pleased to have 
a contribution from Saska¬ 
toon mayor Don Atchison on 
the proposal to increase the 
population of the downtown 
core to 10,000. 

We are truly appreciative 
of and grateful to the many 
professionals and suppliers 
who are in Saskatoon lo make 
your home living an optimal 
experience. We are proud to 
present these talented indi¬ 
viduals and companies in 
our magazine and encourage 
you to use their services and 
purchase their products, 

Fnjoy! 



DONA SJURMANfS, EDITOR 
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^ow^n one 

Introducing the FIRST major home improvement show of the year, it is aiso the most focussed 
- on building, renovation, and design. This year's Home Improvement Show wiil also feature 
the very unique Saskatoon Log & Cottage Sfiow alongside, giving homeowners and 
homebuyers a double value when they visit the Oct 22-24 event at Prairieland Park. 


Special guest professional John Sillaots will share his common sense approach on 
kitchen, bath, and basement renovations over the three days of the show. Owner of 
the successful Barnside Custom Cabinetry and Furniture in southern and eastern 
Ontario, John was also the host of his own HGTV show, the popular 
In the Workshop' 


October 22 - 24, 2010 Prairieland Park Saskatoon 


For information call 1.800.316.7366 











[Winner!. 




Winner: 


Colour Consultation and 
Paint for a Room In Your Home 


$250 Gift Certificate 
on Decor and Furniture 


From: 


H Eastslde Paint 
IP & Wallpape.r 
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Room Organizabon 
up to a value of $500 


Thermal Imaging 
Home Evaluation 



From: 




From: 


-JlX], 






Home<omrTK?f ci J l^ndu&tda l-E qu ine 
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For other free contest opportunities visit www.saskatoon-home.ca 




































FRONTLINES 


Homebuyers 

e-Valuate 

Mortgage 

Options 

The 2010 Mortgage Consumer 
Survey, released April 26 by 
c:anada Mortgage and Hous¬ 
ing Corporation (C:MHC:)^ 
shows that the Iniernei has 
become an iniportani re¬ 
source for hrst-ltiTie home 
buyers with 89 per ceni indi¬ 
cating that they looked online 
for mortgage-related infor¬ 
mation. while 84 per cent re¬ 
searched mortgage terms and 


conditions before deciding on 
a mortgage option. 

Additionally, more than 
two-thirds (69 per cent) of 
first-lime home buyers used 
an online calculator to com¬ 
pare different options wlien 
shopping for a home. As a 
result, 85 per cent noted they 
had a good understanding 
of the size of mortgage they 
could afford before buying a 
homep with the average C'a- 
nadian home buyer taking 
12 months to plan their pur¬ 
chase. 

'T]anadians confirmed that 
they take the time to do re¬ 
search prior to buying a 


home," said Pierre Serre, 
CMllC vice-president of in¬ 
surance product and busi¬ 
ness development. "'Informed 
home buyers contribute to 
the continued strength of 
(Canada's housing system.” 

The survey noted that 81 
per cent of recent home buy¬ 
ers indicate that they are com- 
foriable with the level of iheir 
current mortgage debt. 

More than two-thirds (68 
per cent) of recent home buy¬ 
ers feel there is a strong chance 
they will pay off their mort¬ 
gage sooner than required 
and more than a quarter (27 
per cent) have already taken 


steps 10 iiay down their mort¬ 
gage ihrough lump-sum jiay- 
menls or through increased 
regular payments. 

The on-line survey, which 
polled more than 2,500 active 
mortgage users, asked ]>ar- 
ticipants a series of questions 
designed to gauge the atti¬ 
tudes and sentiments of re¬ 
cent mortgage consumers in 
Canada. The survey has been 
conducted since 1999. 

CANADA MORTGAGE AND 
HQUSiNGCORPORATDN 




pv^c/Ls 


Sedi Kircheoi Qf& ptoudly in R«glna by 

Magnificent Kitchens 
17-53 McAfd St 
fiegino 


Now tea luring 


T Aveni/e • SPik-i^tpQn >■ ■ www.ipdlkitcliQnveom 
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HARD 
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Digital Version 

Saslcaloon HOME is available as a flipablc 

PDF online. 

Prefer a hard copy? 

^^sit our website to sign up for an email 
reminder to be notified when each issue of 
Saskatoon HOME will be coming out and 
where you can get yours. 


wwiv.saskatoon-homc.ca 


Housing Activity 
to Stabilize 
in 2010 and 2011 

Housing starts in Canada re¬ 
bounded in the second half 
of 2009 and eariy 2010 and 
will stabilize over the next two 
years, according to c:anada 
Mortgage and Housing Cor- 
])tjration’s fCMI 1C) second 
quarter Housing Market Out¬ 
look, (Canada Edition. 

Following a total of 149,081 
units in 2009, housing starts 
are expected to be in the ra nge 
of 166,900 to 199,600 units 
in 2010, with a point fore¬ 
cast of 182,000 units. In 2011, 
housing starts will be in the 
range of 148,600 to 208,800 
units, with a point forecast of 
179,600 units, 

''C^anadian housing markets 
have recovered from die low 
levels posted in early 2009," 
said Bob Dugan, chief econ¬ 
omist for CMHC. '‘Moving 
forward, housing starts will 
moderate as activity becomes 
more in-line with long term 
demographic fundamentals. 
New measures for govern¬ 
ment-backed mortgage in¬ 
surance introduced by the 
Ciovemment of t^iada tliat 
took effect on April 19, 2010 
will continue to support the 
long-term stability of (Cana¬ 
da's housing market." 

Mr, Dugan also noted lhai 
the existing home market will 
move toward balanced condi¬ 
tions over the next two years 
as Multiple Listing Service 
sales ease and inventory' levels 
increase. In late 2009 and ear¬ 
ly 2010, sales activity included 
some pent-up demand from 
early 2009. Once this demand 
is exhausted, and as mortgage 
rates gradually rise, the pace 
of activity in the resale market 
will ease. As a result, existing 
home sales will be in the range 
of 484,000 to 513,300 units in 


2010, with a point forecast of 

497.300 units, and then move 
slightly lower in 2011 to be in 
the range of443,500 to 504,900 
units, witli a point forecast of 
473,500 units. 

With an improved balance 
between demand and sup¬ 
ply, the average MLS® price is 
expected to stabilize through 
the end of 2010 and then rise 
modestly in 20IL 

^NAl ' ' V^ iAGE 

ANDHOusfNi: 

Canadian 
Housing Starts 
Decrease 
Moderately 
in June 

'[ he seasonally-adjusted annual 
rate of housing starts was 

189.300 units in June, ac¬ 
cording to (Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Coq>oradon 
(C:MHC). 

Seasonally-adjusted an¬ 
nual rate estimates of housing 
start activity were also revised 
up for April and May. Ibis 
resulted in a month-over- 
monlh gain of 3*7 per cent in 
April (205,900 units), a 5.1 per 
cent decline in May (195,300 
units}, and a decrease of 3.1 
per cent in June. 

“Housing starts decreased 
during June, largely due lo 
the multiple starts segment 
in Ontario* The single starts 
segment was largely un¬ 
changed Clanada-wide," said 
Bob Dugan, chief economist 
at tlMHC's Market Analysis 
Centre. "After a robust start 
to 2010, we expect the [lace of 
housing start activity to mod¬ 
erate and total 182.000 units 
by year-end." 

The seasonally-ad|usted 
annual rate of urban starts 
decreased by 2*6 [>er cent to 
167.000 units in June. Urban 
multiple starts decreased by 
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SOLDI! 




• Fantastic location! 

> Positioned in the beautiful and established 
neighborhood of Lakewood 
- Very close to Wildwood Golf Course, shopping 
tranquil parks, leisure centre, and more! 


• Uniquely designed custom suites 
- Beautiful modern traditional kitchen 

- Spacious 9 foot ceilings - Large balconies - Underground parkadc 

1 & 2 bedroom luxury suite units available, with den options 

• Plans vary from 787 - 1521 sq ft 




David Leatberdalf 


SHOWSUITE HOURS 

Mon.-Thurs. 1-A^m & 7-9pm 
Fri., Sat., Sun. & Holidays l-5pm 
Or by appointment by calling 281-8029 
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Granite Tansfbrmations. 
The fast, easy way to a 
brand new kitchen or 
bathroom. 


GraniteTrans^acmatidns Will ycur kitchen or bath the ktok^Ve always desired! 

The cogrrtcftops are errgineered stone that are custom fabricated and Installed over 
your existing countertoj^Sp eliminating the pains associatedwith demolitionp and 
they install iri as little as one day I Call us today to experience 
the Wcm! of Granite Transformations. 

Pleis«c«ll 306.g55.7393 or visit 0 u r showroom 
at 2623 B Faithfull Avenue in S^katoon to learn mOFO 

and to sohtdulo a froo In-homo i^rosontatlon. 


GRANITE 

TRANSFORMATIONS 

For Kitchens & Baths 


5.8 per cent to 89200 units, 
while single urban starts 
edged higher by lA per cent 
to 77,800 units, 

June's seasonally adjusted 
annua! rate of urban starts de¬ 
creased 19.8 |3er cent in Atlan¬ 
tic C^anada and 17.4 per cent 
in Ontario. Urban starts in¬ 
creased 11.6 per cent in Que¬ 
bec, 8.6 per cent in the Prairie 
Regina and 63 (ler cent in 
RriLish Columbia. 

Rural Stans were estimated 
at a seasonally ad j usted annu¬ 
al rate of22300 units in June. 

CANADA MORTGAGE 
AND HOUSfNG CORPORATION 

Saskatchewan 
Housing Front 
Leads the Nation 

New housing starts in Sas¬ 
katchewan cities are up 
considerably according to a 


re]Tori released by C'^nada 
Morlgage and Housing Qjr- 
poralion (C^MHC) in June. 

Sas katc he wan's u rba n 

housing starts were up 63 per 
cent in May 2010 when com¬ 
pared with last May, the third 
highest percentage increase 
among the provinces. 

In the first five months of 
2010, urban housing starts in 
llie province were up by 140 
per cent when compared with 
the same period last year. Sas¬ 
katchewan ranked first among 
the provinces during this dine 
period. 

Saskatoon new housing 
starts improved by 251 per 
cent in the first five months 
of 2010 over the same period 
in 2009, while Regina starts 
jumped 95 per cent. 

GOVERNMENT OF 
SASKATCHEWAN 


Times have 
changed 



Has your 
mortgage kept up? 


Saskatoon: 934.4000 Toll Free: 1.866.863.6237 
www.af f 1 n itycu .ca 


More Mortgisgfi 

QUESTIONS 

thanANSWERS 

A< - 


NJimty 

^ Credit Union ' 
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Saskatchewan 
Building Permit 
Increases 
Highest in 
the Nation 

Good news on the building 
front in March of this year ac¬ 
cording to a report released 
by Statistics t'anada in May* 
Saskatchewan's building per* 
mils increased by 65.1 per 
cent (seasonally-adjusted) 
between February 2010 and 
March 2010 - the highest per¬ 
centage increase in Canada. 
Residential permits were up 
643 per cent and non-resi- 
dential pennits increased by 
663 per cent over the same 
period. 

”This is a substantial in¬ 
crease in construction that 
confirms Saskatchewan's 
economy is doing very well 


when com[iared with other 
provinces." enter|irise min¬ 
ister Ken Cheveldayoff said. 
“Construction activity is a 
good indication of consumer 
and business confidence, and 
an important measure of eco¬ 
nomic growth." 

Building permits in the 
province increased by 73*4 
per cent in March 2010 when 
compared with March 2009, 
the third highest increase 
among the provinces (season¬ 
ally-adjusted). 

The Saskatoon Census Met¬ 
ropolitan Area (CMA) saw an 
increase of 80.5 per cent in 
building permit values be¬ 
tween March 2009 and March 
2010, while the Regina CMA 
had an increase of 853 per 
cent in this period (season¬ 
ally-adjusted). 

GOVERNMENTOF 

^SKATCHEWAN 


Good. Solid. Green? 

Buildings constructed with LOGIX are 



Highly Energy 
Efficient 



Environmentally 

Friendly 



Good. Solid. Greenr 



Contact Weslern Wall Systems to learn more 
306-242-3121 [ westemwall#sasktel.net 

www.westernwall.ca 



Decora Homes Ltd. 


|»: 3(J6.fi51.175(1 j www.iic'ciira-homes.rom 
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• One of Saskatoon's newest communities located in the city's 
Northwest 

• A variety of street lot and home styles to suit any lifestyle 

• Large parks and pedestrian walkways 

• Scenic surroundings 

• A small town feel with city conveniences 


Asptre U tlvr in tkf mitmiimUj of tjour dtrantz! 


LOTS of inlormation. Just Ask! 

For more details on lot availability contact the 
City of Saskatoon Land Branch: 

Phone: (306) 975-3278 
www.saskatoon.ca {look under “L” for Land) 


a 

City of 

Saskatoon 

Land Branch 



showrooms. Our knowledgeable 
consultants will give you personalized 
service and advice while choosing from 
a vast seleciion of Kitchen & Bath 
ftjdures. From enduring traditional 
classics to sleek modern contemporary 
styles and eco friendly - We Have 
Sotneihtng for Everyone. 

Prepare to be inspired by stepping 
into one of our showrooms and see 
the endless possibilities that await you. 

l 6 Showrooms to Serve you 

Kitchen Bath 

C E. A S S E C S 
a WOLSELEY company 




REGINA 

1176 Hamilton Street 

306,565.3284 

SASKATOON 
^49" 51 Street East 

306 . 933.2237 
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Pleasant Hill 
Update: 

Kubica Property 
Demolished 

The former dwelling and shop 
of Kiibica Glassworks was de¬ 
molished June 29. 

This is the final piece of 
property acquired lo com¬ 
plete the Pleasant lliLl Village 
project. The City began ac¬ 
quiring property in Pleasant 
Hill in 2007. 

The demolition is another 
step closer to assembling a 
development ske for K.C. 
Charities Inc. 

KX:. Chanties iniends to 
construct a 75 unit seniors' 
housing complex on this site, 
known as l^rcel H* in the re¬ 
development plan. Plans are 
to begin construction in late 
summer 2010. 

P[£ASANTH!LL BLOG, 
CITY OF SASKATOON 

Pleasant Hill 
Update: 
Parkview Green 
Launched 

On June 17, the Affordable 
New Home Development 
Foundation and the Pleasant 
Hill Ventures t]orp. launched 
the first new units in the Pleas¬ 
ant Hill Village project. c:abi- 
net minister Donna 1 larpauen 
Saskatoon city councillor l^iL 
Lorje, Alan Thomarat from ihe 
Home Builders Association 
and Keith Hanson from tlie 
Affordable New Home Devel¬ 
opment Foundation provided 
a large gathering with an over¬ 
view to launch this significant 
pmjecL 

Located at 1505 and 150? 
19'’* Street West, the pmject is 
the result of a joint venture 
between professional home 


builders - River Ridge Homes 
and Fhrenburg 1 lomes. 'I\ven- 
ty-four family-onenied units 
with energy saving features 
and high quality construction 
are now available. 

This was a pioneering ef¬ 
fort to bring spacious, bright 
and affordable new home 
construction to Pleasant Hill. 
The units an; available to the 
general public and affordably 
priced between $189,SOU and 
$240*000, Financial assistance 
is available to those homebuy- 
ers who earn le^ than $52,000 
per year. 

PLEj^ANTH id BLOG, 
OTYC^SASmOON 

Governments of 
Canada and 
Saskatchewan 
Celebrate New 
Affordable 
Housing in 
Saskatoon 

National and provincial 
support for two Saskaltjon 
housing initiatives built for 
low-income families and per¬ 
sons with disabOities was an¬ 
nounced June 24. 

Funding in the amount 
of just over $600,000 for the 
DH2 Construction pmject 
has been made available for 
the initiative tlirough c:anada's 
Fconomic Action Plan, the 
federal government's j^lan to 
stimulate the economy and 
create jobs during the global 
recession. The second project, 
Bedford Road, received $1.8 
million through the Affordable 
Housing Initiative. The federal 
and provincial governments 
are contributing equally to this 
overall investment ofSHS mil¬ 
lion under the amended Can- 
ada-Saskatchewan AITordable 
Housing Program Agreement. 



VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR GIVE liS A CALL ^ 

TO FIND A DEALER NEAR TOU: m 

www QUALITVSTONEprociuclsxom | 1.877.477 4373 


Quality^ Stone 

PREMIUM PANELED STONE ' 




CUT PANELS WITH SAW 


The DH2 project consists 
of two three-bedroom semi¬ 
detached homes, for a total 
of four units. Each unit is 
wheel chair-accessible and 
features wider doorways, 
ramps, wheel-in showers 
and lower counter and lighl- 
swilch heights. The estimated 
total cost is $1.1 million, of 


which more than $600,000 
was funded by the federal and 
provincial governments, with 
a further $72,800 from the 
City of Saskatoon. A private 
incorporation known as DH2 
C]onsiructit>n provided the re¬ 
maining funding in land and 
financing for the construction 
of llie project. 
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Simplify your life. 

Choose Hillcrest. 

From funeral... to cemetery... to reception and more. 

At Hillcrest we'll take care of all the details 
- at one convenient location. 

For information and a FREE Planning Kit 

CaU 306 477-2236 

24 hr. Emergency Assistance; 306 477-4400 

HILLCREST MEMORIAL GARDENS & FUNERAL HOME 
Cemelety, Funeral Home, Cremation & Reception Centre 

8*’ St. E., 1*' right past Briargate Rd. • www.hillcrestmemoriai.ca 

Discover Hillcrest’s full-service convenience! 

Funeral - Cemetery ■ Cremation ■ Reception 







with a MODERN Twlst 


Golf-Dining-Events-Tournaments | .306.956.1100 | www.willowsgolf.com 
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The Bedford Road project 
consists of two three-bed¬ 
room four-plexes, for a total of 
eight units. The estimated to¬ 
tal cost is about $1.9 million, 
with $1.8 million in federal 
and provincial funding and 
the balance coming from the 
City of Saskatoon, 

COVEmMENTOf 

SASKATCHEWAN 

Residential 
Home Sales 
Soften in July 

Home buying aciiviiy in 
Saskatoon was down 18 per 
cent in luly, with 357 homes 
sold, com[iared with ^38 in 
inly 2009. Year to date unit 
sales declined four per cent, 
with 2,217 homes sold com¬ 
pared with 2,304 in 2009. 


1'he majority of the sales activ¬ 
ity remained in the $3{H},000 
to $350,000 price range. 

The average selling price 
of $289*715 was two per cent 
higher than July 2009, when 
the average was $283,531. 
Year to date the average sell¬ 
ing price is $290,515. up five 
per cent from $277,490 in 
2009* in luly it took 39 days on 
average to sell a home. 

Home buyers had 1,33^ 
properties to select from at 
the end of July. Inventory lev¬ 
els dropped seven per cent 
from June, ivhen 1,412 homes 
were on the market. Year 
to date listing numbers are 
on par with 2009 with 4.389 
having been listed for sale* 

SASKATOON REGION 
ASSOCIATION Of REALTORS 




Dealers in Saskatoons 

Riversdale Mechanical Ltd Efficiency Heating & Cooling Ltd 

229 - 4448 ^ 384 - 4328 
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Ihe Realty 
Consultant 

Slade Desrochers 

306-222-9992 www.therealtyconsultant.ca^ 

Realty Executives Saskatoon 


RMifeMEkeciitiyesiaaeiits 


:smm 


h\(/J hXt/J ^eCXAJ^Ctc^, 

With Heritage, you get one of the safest 
and best performing investments 
avaiiable, and that’s what you need 
when you're saving for your child's future 
post-secondary education. 



Heritage 

Education Funds 





Get up to 
$7,200 in 
government 
education 
grants* 



Find out more, call Christie Sondergaard at 

306 . 290.6986 

H eritag om 


“Certain condttkins apply. Heritage Education Fundi I^ESPiore oftered by Prospoctui ar\ly. Heritage Educattani Funds is tne trade name of Heritage Edueotion Fundi inc. 
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Joe ^The Rockman" Laturnus and his Saskatchewan Crescent rock 
garden Now. approaching 80, the former public servant has built a 
following for his rock work 


They Call Him the 
Rock Man 
Joe Laturnus 
Creates Saskatoon's 
Rivers of Stone 

Everyone calls him the Rock- 
man. When |oe Laturnus and 
his wife moved Into their Sas¬ 
katchewan Crescent condo¬ 
minium in 1993» Joe talked 
the property board Into let¬ 
ting him buUd a rock garden. 

The refreshing garden 
lucked into the river bank 
between two condominium 
developments didn't always 
look that way. When die cou¬ 
ple moved in, the space was 
mostly f'anada thisde. grow¬ 
ing three and four feel tall, joe 
says. There was also a pile of 
hardened concrete, dumped 
down the slopes to gel rid of it 
at the end of constracdon. 

“The first thing I iiad to do 
was haul tons of that concrete 
out," he says. “Then I hauled 
in dirt and rocks ” 

The garden is a cool oasis 
of plants poking up between 
sloping walls of rocks, divided 
into four terraces stepping up 
the hillside as far as the back 
lane, about 200 feet away. A 
cascading creek and waterfalls 
wind their way down channels, 
filling a pond at the bottom, 
just outside the couple's side 
door. Sitting by the trickling 
water, in the shade of the foli¬ 
age, surrounded by the scent 
of so many plants, you'd never 
think you were only slejis away 
from a busy city street. 


When the rock garden be¬ 
gan turning heads in the 
neighboiithood, someone 
suggested taking on the y^rds 
of two i r'' Street homes liiat 
overlooked his property. Now, 
those yards contain terraced 
gardens, patios and jiathways. 

Pointing at one ^^ard, Joe 
says: “You can't see it from 
here, but the stairs go up and 
around there, split oR and 
g(j another two levels. Where 
those coloured trees are, 


there's a len-foot-wide by len- 
foot-lal! waterfall/* 

Walking down IP'' Street, 
then Victoria Avenue, Joe 
points out more rock gardens 
and a dry creek, defined in 
large rocks and lined with 
trees, shrubs and smaller 
plants and flowers. 

"That's ail foe," he says, 

To the west, stately homes 
on Saskatchewan Crescent 
and Poplar (Crescent show-case 
joe's talents. One of those fea¬ 


tures a tall waterfall cascading 
into a private swimming pool, 
designed to mask the wall of 
the garage. Secret gardens 
of rack, Joe's rocks, appear 
throughout Saskatoon. Some 
are in more public locations, 
such as those adorning EaiTs 
Restaurant. 

It's as if there is a river of 
rocks flowing through Saska¬ 
toon. 

loe emphasi7.es that his 
rtjcks aren't a business, they*fe 
a pastime. He retired from 
the federal public service 23 
years ago and now, approach¬ 
ing age 80* he doesn't need 
more work, it's just that retire¬ 
ment left him with time on his 
hands, and the rocks give him 
something to do. 

"When I got here, 1 was lit 
to be lied,” Joe says. "When I 
worked with the deiiartmeni, 
I was a construction supervi¬ 
sory about 50 jjer cent of my 
time was spent in the field. 
Wlien I retired and began 
spending all my time at home, 
my wife says, *Why don't you 
go do something?’" 

"Tve always liked rocks,*’ 
ioesays. 

Clornie Janzen, at Janzen's 
Excavating in MartensviUe, 
who supplied all joe's rocks, 
gave him the nickname "the 
Rock Man." 

"He would teU people, Tm 
too busy. I'm working for the 
Rock Man,"’ foe says. "That's 
all I ever wanted. All his other 
customers — they get gravel, 
they want sand. This guy just 
wants racks."’ 

DARREU NOAKES 


Saskatoon HOME Fall 2010 17 








RBC Mobile Mortgage Specialists. “Advice You Can Bank On ” 


Flexible Features | 120 day Rate Guarantees | Pre-Approvals | Available Day or Evening 

Your new home doesn’t come with mortgage advice, we do. 


Your Saskatoon RBC Mortgage Specialist team 


Cerri Millard 

Ph# 270-3876 

Lori Krogan 
Ph# 381-4466 

Kristi Knippel 
Ph# 227-7051 


Marlene Miller 
Ph# 260-0166 

Greg Graves 
Ph# 373-0181 

Pinky Nundy 
Ph# 280-0303 

Claire Clark 
Ph# 241-2418 


Geoff Rathgabcr 
Ph# 341-2522 

Lori Hope 
Ph# 220-7797 

Peggy Jodrey 
Ph# 241-6584 

Jodi Nixon 
Ph# 220-0664 


Kevin Nguyen 
Ph# 880-1646 

Dannon Herr 
Ph# 281-6233 

Michelle Olsen 
Ph# 229-7669 






SECURITY 



Owning a barking dog is an effective way to discourage intruders 


Common Sense 
for Safety 
Tips You Can 
Take to Keep Your 
Home Secure 

Technology has changed the 
face of home security. With 
the advent of such devices as 
web cams I motion-detecting 
lights and wireless sensors^ 
costs have been reduced 
and safely has Increased 
for protecting your home, 
loved ones and precious 
belongings. 

Not all home security mea¬ 
sures, however, have to in¬ 
volve the wizatdiy' of hi-tech. 
There are a lot of common 
seme things you can do your¬ 
self to pxotect your family 
and your residence, whether 
you're home or not. 

You might want to play 
^'buiglar"— inspect carefully 
around your house to see 
where someone might break 
in. Are your windows locked 
and doors intruder-proof? 

Mark and photograph your 
properly for identification. 
Paint the handles ofyour tools 
to keep them from being sto¬ 
len. Thieves don't like to steal 
items that are easy to identify 
The simple, though conspicu¬ 
ous, placement of signage 
indicating that your home is 
protected by a national, or 
local, security company can 
lake your home off a crimi¬ 
nal's “to do’" list. Criminals are 
not likely to attempt to invade 
a home that is announcing its 
defense system. 

Don't list your full name on 


your mailbox or your entry 
in the telephone book. Only 
use your initial and your last 
name. 

Removing high hedges, 
bushes or fences from around 
your home where break and 
enter artists can hide on your 
property can eliminate theft 
opportunities. 

If the entrances to your 
home are dark, consider in¬ 
stalling lighting with an in¬ 
frared detector. Most thieves 
don't want to be observed try¬ 
ing to get in a door. 

Many from doors can be 
kicked in, so ensure you have 
a solid door and a strong 
dead bolt. 

Having a dog that barks is 
one of the easiest means of 
securing your home, accord¬ 
ing to experts, as thieves do 
not like noise drawing atten¬ 
tion to their intentions. 

Introduce yourself to your 


neighbours and be on good 
terms with them They can 
watch your home and you 
can watch theirs when either 
of you are away. Share infor¬ 
mation about any suspicious 
people, activities or vehicles 
in the neighbourhood. 

Consider becoming in¬ 
volved with the Saskatoon 
Community Watch Program 
or Crime Stoppers (see the 
sidebar). Both of these orga- 
n^5^ations are committed to 
helping to keep people, prop¬ 
erty, homes and neighbour¬ 
hoods safe. 

When You're Home 

Yes, intruders break into your 
home, even when you're 
there'-especially at night. 
Make sure all your win¬ 
dows and doors are securely 
lacked when you go to bed, 
and the appropriate security 
systems (if you have them) 


and outside lights are on. 
Have a phone right at your 
bed side and the right num¬ 
bers to call if you hear suspi¬ 
cious noises in the house. 

It makes sense to be cau¬ 
tious during the daytime as 
well. When you're home, keep 
all windows and doors locked 
and use a dead boll to lock 
your from door. 

You should be very cau¬ 
tious before you let anyone 
into your home who you do 
not know. If someone comes 
to your door asking to use 
the phone to call a mechanic 
or the police, keep the door 
locked and make the call 
yourself. If a salesperson or 
"'repair person" comes to your 
door and asks to be let in, 
ask for them to push their ID 
under the door. Professional 
thieves often use this routine 
to cheek out what's in people's 
homes. If you have serious 
doubts, check with their com¬ 
pany before letting them In. 

When You're Not Home 

Even if you go out for a short 
time, to the store to get some 
milk, for example, make sure 
your home is locked. It's amaz¬ 
ing how many people don't do 
this and nut so surprising that 
many burglars enter through 
an unlocked door or window. 
Keep the television or radio 
on to make it appear someone 
is home. 

Don't do the obvious and 
leave your spare keys under 
the front mat, in the mailbox 
or under a llowerpot on the 
front porch.These are the first 
places where burglars are go- 
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ing to look. Wrap it in foil or put it in a 35 
mm film can and bury il where you can 
find it. 

If you must turn over your key to a 
professional house cleaner, make sure to 
check out their references thoroughly. If 
they come fram a company, check it out 
with the Better Business Bureau. 

Don't leave notes for service people, 
family or friends on the front door ivhen 
you are gone. These are advertisements 
for someone to break into your home. 


I lave neighbours or a good friend check 
on your home on a regular basis and col¬ 
lect the mail and newspapers so they 
don't pile up. If your stay away is for an 
extended period of time, have someone 
come and mow the lawn and take care of 
the yard. 

Who You Should Call 

According to the Saskatoon Police 
Service, these are your need-to-know 
phone numbers: 


When You're Away lor a Longer Stay 

Don't advertise in any recorded form that 
you're on \'acaiion. Tliai means answer¬ 
ing machine messages, Facebook and 
other social media. 

However, notify the neighbours you 
trust tliat you are gone and leave them 
an emergency i>hone number or contact 
where they can reach you or a friend. 


* If you see a crime in progress call 9-I-1. 

• To report a crime that is over with 
or not emergent call 306-975-8300. 

- To anonymously report information to the 
police call Crime Stoppers at 306-975-TIPS. 

RANDZACHARIAS 


Community Wa^h 
and Crime Stoppers 



Community Watch a partnership between the Saskatoon Police Service 
and communities, encourages you to be involved in the dissemination and 
acquisition of crime-related information. 


Sign up for the Community Watch program and receive bulletins by calling Constatsle 
Rolanda McAvoyat 306-975-2265 or email communitywatch@police.saskatoon-sk.ca. 

You can obtain a Community Watch slicker that you can put on your door to deter 
burglars and show your neighbourhood's commitment to crime prevention. 

You can further protect the security of your neighbourhood and home by sharing 
information you receive through the Community Watch network with anyone you feel 
may benefit for it. 


Visit the website to find out the areas served by Community Watch. 

w ww.pollce,sa ska toon .s k. ca/i n d ex.p hp ? toe=prog ra m s/com mu n ity_ watch. php 

Crime Stoppers is another way you can participate to stop crime to your home 
and your neighbourhood. Saskatoon Crime Stoppers is part of an international 
organization of volunteers. 

The purpose of Crime Stoppers is to provide a trust worthy and cost-effective method 
for citizens to easily and anonymously assist the police and other authorities in solvir^g 
and reducing crime in our communities. 
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For more information, including how to submit a tip, visit Saskatoon Crime Stoppers 
at www.saskatooncrimestoppers.com 





















Persephone Tlieatre 
and the Remai Arts 
Centre provide cultural 
experiences downtown 


Photos Darrell Moahes 



That Means Attracting 
10,000 People to Live There!!!! 


As Saskatoon sets its sights on becoming a city of half a million 
people, a strong, healthy, vibrant downtown contributes to 
the success of all the communities that make up our city. For 
downtown to reach its full potential, our council and planners 
have set a goal to have 10,000 people living in the central core, 
an area bounded by Idylwyld Drive on the west, 25th Street on 
the north and the river on the south and east, 


BY SASKATOON MAYOR DON ATCHISON 


Towards A Vibrant 

Downtown 

Saskatoon: 







KiwanFs Park with the distinctive Vimy Memonal Bandstand, south of the Delta Bessborough hotel, has long been a popular lunchtime destonation 
Saskatoon's downtown residents can choose from a variety of parks, open spaces and even semi-wridemess, all within a few minutes wair from home. 


As the city grows to half a million and, into the Mure, a million people, 
those bourfcdafies will stretch out a little further as well 

We need our downtown to have a residential population, and for that 
population to make up a substantial portion of our downtown. It should 
be a community unto itself, the same as we desire for Stonebridge, 
Rosewood or any other community in Saskatoon, With more people 
living downtown, the area becomes safer and friendlier for those 
already there, and it becomes a place that people want to be. 

But ifs not Just a place to live. Ground-level retail keeps the street alive, 
providing the services that residents, workers and visitors need. Office 
space above supports work for those commuting downtown, as well 
as for residents, Condominiums filling upper floors open the expansive 
views of the city that urban dwellers value so highly* Mixed-use 
buildings are ideally suited to downtown living* 

Retail at street level makes sure you have people coming from all over 
the city. You have people coming and going all the time, in and out, all 
that hustle and bustle. But you need to have residentiai, too. 

The more people you get on the street, the healthier it is. 

Look at all the major centres that have just encouraged office buildings. 
Sure, they're busy Monday through Friday, nine to five. But after five 
o'clock in the afternoon and on the weekends, you're hard pressed 
to find a soul on the street. Our downtown will be animated, all day, 
every day. 


Our residential downtown population has swelled from fewer than 
1,200 a decade ago to more than 3,000 currently, and we're seeing a 
renewed vitality of the area. Our downtown is not deserted space after 
hours* There's a mixture of children, young adults, adults and seniors, 
all living within walking distance of the river, live theatre, cinemas, 
shopping and workJhere are business people during the day, who stay 
into the evening. Tourists come to our downtown. 

I am constantly meeting people visiting the city, who ask why our 
downtown is so unbelievably busy, even at night. They wonder what 
event could attract such crowds. I reply that it's just a normal evening in 
our downtown. 

It's thriving now* Imagine how it will look with 10,000 people living 
there* 

The boundaries between downtown and other neighbourhoods 
will vanish* Caswell Hill, Riversdale, City Park and Nutana will be 
a seamless, comfortable walk, each providing its own amenities 
to complement the growing array of services downtown, with a 
welcoming trar^sltlon from one community to another. 

A vibrant downtown permeates the entire city, it's important for 
our downtown to remain the centre of the city* You need a healthy 
downtown* 




A Tale of Two Homes II 

How to Manage Murphy’s Law 
While Creating a Dream House 

Part Two of a Three-Part Series 

Last issue, Saskatoon Home published the first of a trio of articles documenting the steps 
two couples took in the quest to create their ideal abodes. Both wanted to live in their old 
neighbourhoods but wanted to be more creative than just buying new houses. Greg and Nina Moe 
bought an older home and renovated it. Darla Tenold and Fahmy Bekhit bought and demolished a 
house to clear the way for a new in-fill. 

The first article described how the two couples looked for and found the unique solutions to their 
housing quests in the way that best suited their personal lifestyles, budgets and personalities. 
They found and purchased the right properties and found the right people to do the job. 

Murphy’s Law states: “Anything that can go wrong, will go wrong.” In this second installment of 
the series, both couples encounter surprises and challenges along the way and learn howto deal 
with them in a calm and positive manner..with the knowledgeable help and assurance from their 
contractors, of course. 

GAIL JANSEN 


Saskatoon HOME Fall 2010 23 



Nina and Greg Moe: 

Staying Sane Through Surprises 


While a home inspection is an important part of buying 
any new home [see sidebar, page 27] having one 
doesn't always protect you from hidden unknowns. 

“We had a large crack in the foundation of the home 
we bought to renovate that ran all the way across the 
basement.” says Mna Moe. 

“It was something that would never have been found in 
our home inspection. There was drywall over it - and on 
top of that there was wood paneling so no one would 
have ever found it - but if you uncover it and you know 
it's there, you have to fix it, you can't just leave it there.” 

This was an unexpected cost that hadn’t been factored 
into the budget bie couple had set for their contracted 
renovation. Nina says it's since been repaired in a “first 
class" manner, for a relatively minimal cost, and now they 
probably have the strongest wall in the neighbourhood. 

“If there’s ever a tornado in the neighbourhood,” jokes 
Nina, “F^opte should probably come and hide here.” 

Repairing the crack in the foundation of their home was 
the largest of a handful of hurdles and challenges that 
the Maes had to face during their renovation process. 
They also faced replacing all of the electrical wiring 
and plumbing in the home to accommodate the latest 
technologies, and also structural beams that had been 
removed in a previous renovation. 

“When it comes right down to it,” reasons Nina. “If you’re 
going to betaking everything out, you might as welt just 
put everything new in and then at least you know what 
you have and what you're dealing with.” 

“Besides,” laughs Nina, “Part of the excitement and 
interesting part of a demolition, was just tearing 
everything apart and finding all of the surprises." 



Nins and Greg Mae kept their spirits up through their renovation because 
they knew the final result would be worth rt. 
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Trust in the Experts 


For the Moes, the number one thing that kept their sanity 
intact when faced with their unknown challenges was 
the confidence they had in their contractor. 

“We heard horror story after horror story of people going 
through renovations," says Nina. “And we have never 
ever experienced any of that. They were very committed 
to us and to making sure the project got done properly, 
so we never had an ounce of doubt.” 

“Whenever a little bump would come up,” says Nina. 
“They would just tell us they wanted to talk to us. tt 
never seemed like a panic or something you needed 
to be really stressed about. They'd just say; We found 
something here and we know the kind of home you 
guys want, so this is what we need to do to fix tt." 



The rvioes replaced all the electrjcal wiring and plumbing in the home to 
accommodate the latest technologies 


Always Look on the Bright Side 

While others would look at the constant flow of 
“surprises” lhat come with renovating a home as a 
source of stress, for Nina and Greg, the excitement 
of seeing the project come together easily outweighed 
any stress they felt. 

“We have people coming up to us all the time saying: 
‘You must be so stressed, you must be so worried, 
how is it going?' And we keep saying: ‘Great!’" 

“It's really going awesome and we are so excited all the 
time about it. If things run a couple of weeks late, really 
it’s only been a couple of months of work, and we’re 
going to be in it in a few weeks. 

I mean we hear horror stories about people waiting 
six months or years to get into their places. Or of 
contractors just up and leaving, so. ..compared to 
that we've h»j it easy." 



The pleasing results start to emerge as the renovation proceeds 
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Darla Tenold and Fahmy Bekhit: 

Dealing with Discoveries 


The many surprises that the Moes fac ed were not an issue for Darla 
Tenold and Fahmy Bekhit. Having decided to build an in-fill, the problems 
inherent with the existing house on the lot were quickly put to rest with 
a bulldozer. But that didn’t mean they didn’t have their own share of 
unexpected hurdles. 

“For us." says Fahmy, “one of the most stressful things was bank 
approval. We had designed a plan for the building of the house, 
but when we went for our financing we found that the bank had 
their own plan." 

Unbeknownst to the couple prior to their building experience, financing 
for an in-hll home isn't based on the value of the items contained in 
the home’s blueprint and finishes, or on the ability of an individual to 
afford them, but rather on the appraised market value that exists in the 
neighbourhood. 

“So let's say our blueprint and all our finishings added up to $10,000,” 
explains Darla, "and the bank looks at it and says no house has ever 
sold in that area higher than $8,000. We still could have built our 
$10,000 house, but the bank wouldn't have financed us for the 
difference. That would have had to be cash from our own pockets.” 

Originally thinking they would have to change their blueprint, with some 
timely help from their builder, the couple were able to keep their original 
plan, and chose instead to head back to the drawing board and scale 
back on some of their finishings to save on costs. The first things to 
go were their plans for a fully-developed basement. 

Other changes die couple made included, scaling back to a mid-ranged 
hardwood: adding carpet to areas instead of hardwood; limiting the 
stone countertops they had first envisioned; and substitutnig vinyl siding 
for the Hardy Board siding they had originally planned, saving the more 
expensive Hardy Board siding for the home's trim. Both say this turned 
out very well. 

“We give Cathy [Edwards] credit for that because she was giving 
us tips on what we needed to pare down, or what we needed to 
change." says Fahmy. 

“When you're investing the money in building a new home, 
there are certain things that only make sense to do atthe time 
that you’re building,” explains Cathy. "So those were some 
of the items that we looked at.” 

Co-owner and operator of Sanoma Homes Ltd., along with husband 
Marty. Cathy says that using their combined renovation and real estate 
experience, along with their home building expertice, is \^^at helped 
them to develop a keen eye and knowledge of what features would 
bring true value-added quality to the couple's bottom line. 



With help from their builder, Tenold and Bekhit made changes to satisfy 
the bank’s requirements for financing, 



The striking home is on its way to being completed 
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“That’s always the dichotomy with building a truly custom home," 
explains Cathy. “You want it to be diverse and unique enojgh 
to be a true reflection of the client's own personal style, but at the 
same time ensure that at the end of the day they will still have a 
very marketable product.” 

Trust in the Experts 

“Having a builder that you trust and that you know has this kind of 
experience is really important,” stresses Oada. “So when you do 
come up against a hurdle like ours, you trust that they will really 
help you to nanow down and focus on what the things are that are 
really important to you...what you want to have in the house and 
what you're willing to let go of or change later on.” 

"You have to have full tmst in your builder” agrees Fahmy. “That 
doesn't mean that you don't pay attention to the details. We have 
full trust in our builder, but we pay attention and we’re quick to 
bring something to their attention and question things too." 

In addition to the contractor providing calm, reassurance when 
things get tough, both couples also say that good communication 
and availability also builds a strong relationship that helps 
weather the uncertain periods. 

“If you have questions about things.” says Oarla. “You have 
to know that you can get in contact with them easily and that 
they’ll respond quickly.” 

Always Look on the Bright Side 

Building their new home has been an experience filled with a myriad 
of decisions and occasional hurdle, but Oarla says Fahmys own 
positive outlook on the whole experience has done wond^s to help 
her stay on track, focused on the bigger picture.. .the fact that in the 
end they'll have bie home of their dreams. 

“The way I look at it is this,” says Fahmy. “If this house was for sale, 
and we were looking at it for the first time, we would say that it was 
a great house - our perfect house. And at the end of the day we 
know we’ve got a house that we're going to love." 


As both couples head for the firtish line and the final dusty drywalt 
days of their respective projects, their excitement is palpable and 
expectations are high. The workload has at times been immense, 
and at other bmes frustrating, but has it all been worth it? 

In our final reveal in tire winter issue of Saskatoon Home, we'll 
get a glimf^e of die couplers fini^ed dream homes and team 
widr the beneht cdhindsi^t where they might have done 
things differently. 

GAIL JANSEN 

JL Visit wwvw.saskatoon-hofne.ca/exfcras.htm 

• to see the first part ofthis story and exclusive photos. 

• to hear two of Saskatoon's prominent real estate agents tell 
you what to look for when searching tor a home that is a 
candidate tor a renovation or in-fill. 



The couple were very pleased as their new kitchen starts Co take shape 


Home Inspection Provides Need-to-Know 
Before You Do A Reno 

Home inspector Hugh Pinneault of All in One Inspectiert Ltd. 
says there are certain things to look for when searching for 
a suitable candidate for a renovation, 

• Foundation; Look for any major cracks. This is a warning that 
the house is unsettled and the foundation needs to be redone. 

■ Flooring; Look for any bumps or mils both on the surface 
and underneath. An uneven fbor could indicate thatthere 
is a pmblem with the foundation or that the house is moving. 

• Attic; Look to see if trusses are black of if there is mould. 

A symptom of moisture in the attic. 

• Electrical; Turn lights on and off. If sparks can be seen it 
could mean aluminum wiring that would need to be replaced. 

• Plumbing; Open and close the taps and listen for noise, a 
warning sign that could indicate loose pipes or pressure that is 
too high, which could lead to leaks down the read 

“Basically," says Rnneault, “looking at a home is essentialty like 
looking at a car. if you have a car that is all rusted, you wouldn't 
spend a whole tot of money on the engine. A house is the same 
thing. If the home does not pass those first simple tests then it's 
probably not worth looking at it further for renovations, “Though." 
adds Pinneault, “it could still be a candidate for a tear down.” 
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PROFESSIONAL PANEL 


THE EXPERTS 
RATE SASKATOON 
AS A RESIDENT- 
FRIENDLY CITY 

There’S no doubt,,.people like living in Saskatoon and the city likes 
the people who live in it. Saskatoon does a lot to improve the quality 
of life for Its inhabitants and plans to do even more to attract and 
accommodate an even bigger population. Saskatoon Home invited 
four observant, experienced, in-the-know panelists to share their 
opinions on everything from what the city does well for its citizens to 
the styles of homes that are trending right now. They also dish on the 
neighbourhoods they like for a variety of reasons...it’s really interesting 
to see what they have to say. Compare your favourites to theirs! 




Participants 



Derek Kindrachuk 


^born and raised in Saskatoon, MA Architecture, University of Manitoba, became 
a regist^d arctiitect in 1988 and co-founded Kindrachuk Agrey Architecture. His commitment 
to architectural responsiveness through blending art, building science and engineering is 
evidenced in his portfolio of project types, including: schools, libraries, and various commercial 
buildings, to work on the University of Saskatchewan campus, the Mendel Art Gallery, and the 
Saskatoon Air Terminal Building. He's had numerous appointments and involvements ranging 
from Saskatoon's Urban Design Committee and Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee to past 
Councillor/Secretary-Treasurer ofThe Saskatchewan Association of Architects. 


with his partner, Julius Calyniuk, founded North Ridge Development Corporation in 
1981. North Ridge has become one of the largest privately-owned single family homebuilder/ 
developers in Saskatchewan. As president, Mah is committed to the province of Saskatchewan, 
as the company has offices in Saskatoon and Regina and has currently started building houses in 
Prince Albert. North Ridge's primary business is the construction of multiple unit condominium 
development and residential housing. Wally has always been dedicated to developing 
communities and providing homes for families. Married with two sons, he has continued to 
dedicate his time to helping the community through his involvement with various charitable and 
sports organizations. 


Jeff Montgomery 


is a third generation Saskatoonian with strong links to the city. "Having had 
good experiences and made many friends throughout elementary, high school and university 
strengthened those bonds. Short stints in the lands of plenty and a bit of traipsing around the 
' world reinforced that the Hub city was the place to be.' Married, he has four children writh kids of 
-their own."A successful career in a province-wide service industry makes semi-retirement a time to 
relish with a little insurance broking, the occasional construction project, continued volunteerism 
and enjoying our own backyard." 



has been involved in Saskatchewan business enterprises since the early 70s, following 
graduation from the University of Saskatchewan. Early in his business career, Ron became 
involved in leadership at the corporate level and in industry organizations. As general manager of 
Boychuk Companies, he has been involved in the development of Saskatoon for over 30 years, 
both in land assembly and development as well as construction. He has been involved in 
the planning and development of many neighbourhoods in Saskatoon; the most recent is 
Rosewood. He served as president of the Saskatoon Real Estate Board and provincial Real Estate 
Board in the early 80s. Me was president of the Saskatoon Home Builders and provincial Home 
Builders' Board in the 90s. His other involvements, including organizations on a national level, 
are too numerous to mention here. 



Do you think Saskatoon is a rasidant* 
friendly city, doing the best it can 
to make living here comfortable, 
affordable, amenity and service' 
friendly, safe and convenient? 

Kindrachiilc Over the last decade, and 
even more so during the last handful 
of years. Saskatoon has experienced 
significant growth and we know is 
now being seen by many as a place of 
real opportunity, and a place to come 
back to. Newcomers are amazed at the 
quality of life, the affordability and the 
amenities and resources that make it 
attractive, with many residents feeling 
that our "well-kept secret" is now been 
discovered. The beauty of our natural 
landscape, of which the riverbank is 
the most obvious and cherished, is 
benefiting from the weather this year 
and its lushness is truly magnificent 
Commercialization is growing rapidly 
in response to market and service 
demands, convenience expectations, 
and neighbourhood growth. The recent 
growth did impact affordability which 
was ©tperienced by many in the supply 
and demand of the housing sector as 
an example, with the market now self- 
adjusting. Our economic diversity has 
allowed Saskatoon to less severely feel 
the apparent effects of the world-wide 
economic downturn, enabling most to 
maintain a good quality of life. 

Mali: Absolutely. 

Montgomery: There are many aspects 
to this question that could take an 
entire magazine to answer. Suffice 
it to say that Saskatoon is a people 
place. There are many opportunities 
to enjoy the city, summer and winter, 
regardless of income. Most people feel 
comfortable on the street and are able to 
get around. Certainly there is room for 
improvemenL..accessibility for example. 
Transportation systems take money 
and a commitment of the populace to 
make use of them. Awareness is always 
an issue. If we all knew everything that 
was at hand, I am sure we would all be 
astounded at what is available, 


Olson: Essentially the answer is that 
Saskatoon is doing a good job in each 
of these categories. Do it better? The 
answer is yes. In regards to amenities, 
safety, convenience and comfort, the 
city would be rated as good. However, 
in regards to affordability the city over 
all would rate a lower grade. While the 
city supports and provides programs to 
promote affordable housing projeas, 
the real rising cost of fees, levies and 
charges on new home construction is 
very high, negating any other efforts at 
making homes affordable in Saskatoon. 
The policy of "growth must pay for 
growth" is at the centre of the problem. 

What are some of the most appealing 
things about Saskatoon as a city in 
which to live? 

Kindrachuk: The manageable size of 
the city and the cherished and protected 
natural environment that is threaded 
through it in various forms. The spirit 
of the people - there is something 
about the prairie spirit that exhibits 
itself through our pride, coliective civic 
culture, entrepreneurship, and Integrity 
that is recognized by others. 

Mah: The University of Saskatchewan 
campus is gorgeous. Saskatoon 
is fortunate to have the Western 
Development Museum, the Saskatoon 
Forestry Farm Park & Zoo and 
Wanuskewin Heritage Park. The 
Meewasin Valley Trail has 21 kilometres 
of riverbank trails that wind through 
the heart of the city. The Canadian Light 
Source Synchrotron is one of only six in 
the world! There are over 300 acres of 
breathtaking riverbank parks here and 
we possess the best air and water quality 
in Canada. The city's people are big on 
volunteerism. Saskatoon is recognized as 
one of the best places to live in Canada, 
combining big city amenities with small 
town hospitality. 

Montgomery: The availability of arts and 
entertainment, sports for participation 
or spectating, recreation facilities, 
libraries and the relative ease to get to 
venues around the city make Saskatoon 
unique, given the quality and regularity 


of these opportunities. The location of 
the city although isolated from a global 
perspective, is situated on a beautiful 
setting, the South Saskatchewan River 
being the obvious number one feature. 

Olson: Saskatoon is appealing as a place 
to live in many respects including: good 
parks and recreation facilities, good 
maintenance of infrastructure, excellent 
schools, good policing, cleanliness as 
a city, reasonable property taxes and 
general good management. 


Which Saskatoon neighbourhood do 
you consider to be really interesting 
from an architectural point of view 
and why? 

Kindrachuk: The charm and density 
of Nutana is hard to beat - whether 
original maintained or restored homes, 
or infill sensitive to the overall housing 
character, maturity and scale, create a 
comfortable sense of place with urban 
convenience. Single-family homes co¬ 
exist with higher density neighbours in 
a manner that does feel contrived, as the 
area has evolved over time.There is rich 
character and individualism with almost 
no room for homogeneity, and certainly 
no demand for architectural controls. 
The car is evident, but has not taken 
over as the face of the neighbourhood 
is each individual home with its distinct 
contribution to each block and street. 

Mah: Saskatchewan Crescent. There is a 
mixtu re of gran di ose homes ra ng i ng from 
traditional to modern designs - luxury 
lifestyle, complimented by stunning 
views of the South Saskatchewan River 
and close to Gabriel Dumont Park. 

Montgomery: City Park is a fabulous 
area with a wide variety of lot sizes, 
shapes and aspects. The buildings that 
have been construaed there in the last 
hundred years are extremely varied, 
including all architectural styles that 
exist in Saskatoon. There is commercial 
space to provide some services but the 
proximity to the continually improving 
downtown and the river make the 
neighborhood great. 
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Skyline of downtown Saskatoon, including the Detta Bessborough and Ramada Renaissance Hotels, as seen from the Meewasin Trail across the river. 


Olson: The area along the river bank, 
both east and west, is perhaps the most 
interesting from an architectural point 
of view* Many of these homes were 
constructed just after the turn of the 
century during a prosperous period of 
high growth in the city's history. Many 
homes are architecturally-designed, 
creating a great deal of variation and 
unique look to the exterior and interior. 
These houses have, for the most part, 
been well-maintained, Renovations tend 
to preserve the original look of the home. 

Which Saskatoon neighbourhood do 
you think is most appealing to live in 
and why? 

Kindrachuk: In my case, the apple did 
notfall far from the tree, as having grown 
up in Greystone Heights and now having 
raised a family there with my wife, it is 
hard to think of other neighbourhoods 
as more appealing. The scale of the 
neighbourhood is small by today's 
standards*The homes are individual with 
rarely any kind of physical or aesthetic 
repetitiveness. Its proximity to amenities 
whether commercial, educational, or 
leisure is opportune - within reasonable 
distance by foot or bicycle. 

Mah: River Heights for its big lots, 
open green space, walking trails and 
the fact that it borders on the South 
Saskatchewan River bank. 


Montgomery: Nut an a has it all. A mix of 
single family, large and small, condo, low 
and high, apartments. Proximity to great 
clubs, restaurants, shops and services* 
The river and parks along its banks* The 
pace. The tricky bit for someone moving 
in is to find a house for a reasonable 
price. 

Olson: Briarwood, located on the 
southeast edge of the city, is perhaps 
the most appealing residential 
neighbourhood. It contains some of the 
largest single family houses in the city 
with the greatest range and complexity 
of designs both interior and exterior* 
It has a man-made lake along with a 
well-appointed central park system. 
The collector streets [connecting the 
residential streets with arterial route] 
oinning through the subdivision have 
no houses directly fronting on them, 
only backing. Streets were carefully 
laid out to disperse traffic, avoiding 
high traffic flows on one street The 
entire subdivision is surrounded by 
a masonry-designed theme fence, 
including the collector streets and all 
lots flanking them. Major entrances to 
the neighbourhood are wide, 
landscaped, with a masonry 
sign identifying Briarwood. This 
neighbourhood also has the largest 
number of single family houses 
constructed with "walk out" basements* 


The lake and the park areas largely have 
walk-outs backing these areas, affording 
not on ly a ccess to the park but providing 
amazing vistas for the homeowners. 

What are the most up-and-coming 
popular Saskatoon neighbourhoods 
and why? 

Kindrachuk: Wiilowgrove and 

Rosewood with their variety of housing 
types and forms have created exciting 
new suburban neighbourhoods. 
Hampton Village has taken off due 
to its unique layout, housing mix, 
and affordability. Willows provides a 
unique living opportunity intertwined 
through the built green space of the 
golf course which is unique in 
Saskatoon. Westmount and Caswell 
Hill are two character neighbourhoods 
that have been well-kept secrets and 
are now seeing some community 
planning attention. They provide real 
opportunity relative to supporting the 
demand for densification near the city 
centre. The 'cultural corridor' that links 
the Business Improvement Districts of 
Broadway, downtown (River Landing) 
and Riversdale, with the adjacency 
of the riverbank amenity, provides 
unique opportunity for the Riversdale 
neighbourhood to rejuvenate by means 
of existing housing upgrades, sensitive 
infill, and densification. 
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Mah: Stonebridge Subdivision features 
strong locational advantages that appeal 
to potential residents. It's primarily 
residential community located south of 
Circle Drive {Saskatchewan Highway 16 
and 11)* A big box commercial area is 
developed on the northwest corner of 
the community including a Wafmart, 
Home Depot and numerous other 
retail stores. Nearby amenities include 
the Willows Golf & Country Club and 
Saskatoon Auto Mall. As a result of 
increased traffic south of Circle Drive, 
the Clarence Avenue and Circle Drive 
interchange was constructed providing 
an arterial roadway overpass of Clarence 
Ave. over Circle Drive. Long term plans 
call for another road to be constructed 
as a new access road into the eastern 
half of Stonebridge. The subdivision 
has a new and innovative approach to 
suburban design, offering a diverse mix 
of land uses and wide range of housing 
choices. Architectural guidelines promote 
a consistent quality and design theme* 
Enhance entrance treatments provide 
a strong sense of arrival and attractive 
visual backdrop. The roads are laid out in 
a court system styling. There is an open 
space system integrating more than 208 
acres of park, perimeter buffer and ponds, 
wetlands. The commercial/business 
service area provides alternatives for 
business location and opportunities to 
live closer to work. The planned layout 
for the community includes provisions 
for both public and separate (Catholic) 
school sites. 

Hampton Village is also up-and- 
coming because it is the first designed 
neighbourhood of its kind on 
Saskatoon's west end modelled after 
the “village" concept. This residential 
area is constructed around the “village 
centre“ consisting of shops, services 
and amenities for residential living, with 
walking trails radiating outward from 
the central core. This suburb has some 
detached homes and condominiums. 
This area offers an extensive park system 
with approximately 50 acres of green 
space in two public parks that include 
walking trails and biking. Although there 
are presently no schools in the area both 
school systemsoffer bus service to nearby 
communities. 


Montgomery; The potential for 
Riversdale is astounding. With the south 
downtown development progressing, 
just being within proximity will allow 
access to a myriad of activities and 
events. The river bank par improvements 
will make the entire distance from the 
pool to the weir into something very 
few places in this world can boast. Other 
amenities such astheFarmers'Marketand 
20th Street shops and services will make 
Riversdale the live/work neighborhood 
of the city. Current affordability makes 
the area perfect for new home buyers 
and interesting new construction and 
renovations will become more apparent 
in the near future. The variety of homes 
in the neighborhood make it a potential 
locale for all family sizes, and for multi unit 
dwellings. 

Olson: The most up-and-coming 
popular neighbourhoods in Saskatoon 
would include: Stonebridge in the 
south, Rosewood in the southeast 
the Willows, a golf community In the 
south, and Hampton Vlltage on the 
west side. Each of these communities 
offer a different mix of amenities to 
home buyers in Saskatoon. Stonebridge 
offers a full range of housing options 
plus an exceptional, commercial distria 
within the neighbourhood Rosewood, 
Saskatoon's newest subdivision, will also 
offer all price rangers for home buyers, 
from high and walk out building sites 
to affordable condominium units. The 
highlight of Rosewood is 65 acres of 
wetlands easily accessible to all parts of 
the subdivision. The Willows provides 
a unique product for home buyers 
wanting a golfing/green environment 
Hampton Village on Saskatoon's west 
end is emerging as a high quality family- 
oriented neighbourhood, offering parks, 
recreation areas, easily accessible to the 
whole area. 

How do you see Saskatoon in 25 years? 

Kindrachuk: To think how much 
Saskatoon has grown over the last 25 
years, during which time the economy 
and housing demand was not as high 
as it is today, makes it hard to visualize 
the opportunities the next 25 years 
will bring. As with all growing cities. 
Saskatoon will certainly have to deal with 


densification in response to managing its 
environmental footprint and extending 
the life of our infrastructure, as sprawl is 
costly on all fronts. The aging population 
trend will certainly have an impact on 
responsive housing needs, and at the 
same time will create opportuni^ for 
rejuvenation and infill. I have always 
maintained a opportunistic outlook for 
Saskatoon and am excited to live here, 

Mah: Saskatoon will continue to be a very 
prosperous city in which to live with all 
the natural resources we have, combined 
with the dedicated, hard working people 
who live here, always supporting the 
community and striving to provide a 
better quality of life for the citizens of 
Saskatoon. 

Montgomery; I see it stretching from 
Delisle to Walheim to Aberdeen to 
Dundurn. We prairie folk love our space 
and the big yard will keep the city 
expanding. At the sametime, there will be 
higher density inside the city, In Nutana, 
Riversdale, University and City Park. The 
city will continue to develop recreation 
and arts facilities and rt will always be 
one of the best cities on earth to make a 
home. We are fortunate to have resources 
and people with ideas and attitude to 
make this place truly fine without having 
to seek a lot of attention. 

Olson: Saskatoon, in 25 years, will 
obviouslybeamuchlargercity;itcontinues 
to be one of the fastest growing cities in 
Canada. City administrators are presently 
building a "plan“ to take Saskatoon to 
400,000 population. This plan will shape 
much of the city's future growth over 
the next 25 years. Densification, placing 
more development and people in less 
space, is a key component of the plan. 
Mandating a greater emphasis on “green" 
neighbourhoods will also be part of the 
plan. The challenge for the future will be 
to preserve the good elements of our 
city, while accommodating population 
growth. Developers urge a measured 
approach to the long-term plan, one that 
includes a full range of housing types for 
future home owners. It isjustas important 
to provide sin gle family ho nne options on 
traditional lots, as to provide options for 
more dense developments such as high- 
rise construction. 
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Yes. even condos are going in the million-doliar range as evidenced in M eridian Development s t>igh-end Broadway Avenue project. Luxe 


More Seven-Figure Homes as Saskatoon Evolves 


Way back in the olden days, when someone was considering an engagement, there 
was a convention (conveniently started by a jewelry company) to follow when buying 


a diamond ring. Three times the purchaser’s monthly salary. 


KARIN MELBERG SCHWIER 




























The Luxe show suite is an example of why people are willing to pay top dollar for such residences 


So, too, there was a formula for buying a home: two and half 
times the buyer's annual salary with 25 per cent down. To 
think that an ordinary person would buy a house for a million 
was ludicrous; that was what royalty paid and at that price, it 
probably came studded with precious stones! 

But today, the concept of money is quite different and with 
an average home price in Saskatoon around $300,000, the 
old rules seem pretty dusty. In fact while it might not be 
commonplace, the $1 million home purchase is not that far¬ 
fetched any more. 

Karl Miller is co-owner of Meridian Developments, the group 
behind the King George revamping on Second Avenue and 
the Luxe condominium project on Broadway Avenue. He's 
familiar with clients who are wilting to buya$1 million home, 
but at that price, they want custom treatment. 

"I wouldn't say it's a trend, but there are definitely more people 
these days willing to spend that kind of money on a custom- 
built home. You won't find many spec homes at that price on 
the market," he says, “or if you do, they Ve likely to be on the 
market for awhile." 


Miller, who is in the process of closing a $1 million property 
sale just before he spoke to Saskatoon Home in early July, says 
Meridian has six such condos at that price but all are custom 
builds for clients. "WeYe not in the resale market,"he explains, 
"but the kind of people who are buying our properties want to 
custom build new." 

Darrell Bartko of Realty Executives agrees that the $1 million- 
and-above price tag that used to be unheard of is now in the 
realty vocabulary. The market is limited, he says/but we do list 
and sell those properties. They're certainly more common now 
than they were even a few years ago.“Today, in the Saskatoon 
area there are several such properties in that upper end price 
range through the Multiple Listing Service (MLS). 

"There have been sales this year in that price range," he says. 
"We do get more interest than ever. Of course, people are 
a little more selective when searching for property in this 
price range." 

Stats Can's new housing price index shows national prices of 
new homes up 2.9 per cent over last year. But Miller doesn't 
think that higher construction and materials costs have 
influenced a big jump in high-end home prices. 
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This seven-figure home on Riversedge Lane is lavish, handsome, and shows how much living space can be purchased with “a few doHars more 


“That may be a little bit of a factor" he says,“but it's more to 
do with the confidence in the Saskatoon and Saskatchewan 
economy. We're very confident about Saskatoon's future and 
what we can offer people from around the world who want 
to live here. When people from somewhere else on the globe 
come and see what they can get in Saskatoon for that price, 
it makes it pretty attractive for people who want to live in a 
very nice home." 

Miller says the confidence in the economy also translates 
into the way in which people are willing to demonstrate 
their wealth. 

1 see a big shift today away from that old mentality of 
not showing your money.Take a took at the high-end car 
dealerships that have been added recently like Porsche, 
Mercedes, and Land Rover. People are willing to spend that 
money instead of holding it dose to their vest That old farmer 
mentality of saving everything, of not looking like you had 
any money, has changed. 

"That was the guy you find out was worth $10 million when 
he died," Mi Her laughs, "but lived in the same l%4 bungalow 
that he bought when he was 20 years old!" 

Bartko says the days of the one-owner home for a lifetime 
are pro bably over. People are more mobile today due to jobs 
and lifestyles. He also credits a strong economy with instilling 
a confidence in people that manifests itself in purchasing 
decisions. 

"We're not the'have not' province anymore," he says. “It used 
to be when the farmers had a bad year, we all did. But now, 
weVe on the map." He agrees that Saskatchewan consumers 
are more likelytospend than to just save. "Because of the 
economy, people who are doing well are now much less afraid 
to show that in their home and in the lifestyle they lead." 



Luxe homecvviers dme m understated elegance 


But who is really writing that kind of seven-figure cheque for a 
home? According to Miller, the high-end buyer is middle-aged 
and well-established in a lucrative career. They're someone 
making more money than they ever have and they want to 
live in a "nice"property. 

"And" Miller adds, “they're not afraid to show their wealth. 

Not to show it off, but they want a nice home, a nice car" 

Bartko says he's seeing a lot more young professionals, empty 
nesters and people who have done well in business and 
careers interested in high-end homes. What are they taking 
a look at? Single family dwellings, acreages, condos, 
he says, depending on their stage of life, financial situation 
and lifestyle. 

"We're pumped on Saskatoon," says Miller. "We've got lots 
on the go and we don't see it slowing down any time soon. 
When people come from some place like Vancouver where 
the average home price is $1 million, people get pretty 
excited about what that will buy them in this market" 


KARIN MEL8ERGSCHWIER 
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Qr^ggal 


After the renovation, the kitchen and the dining room were combined with the living room for an open feeling The previous steel 
columns in the kitchen were encased in rain glass creating an eye catching focal point in the space 


TRANSFO TO CONDO: 

This couple migrated downtown from the ’burbs 
and created a wide-open, yet warm urban loft 

GAIL JANSEN 
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The new look of the Desrochers condo is warm, yet modem 


Eight years ago, real estate executive Slade 
Desrochers, like many young professionals, 
headed to the suburbs where he built his 
first home. Professionally decorated with 
the latest amenities and a yard he had 
landscaped, it was everything a home 
should be. Yet something still was missing. 

"The lifestyle out there seemed very excluded," says Desrochers. 
"If we wanted to go to dinner, we would have to drive 20 
minutes to get back downtown in order to go to some of our 
favourite places, which sometimes just took too much out of 
our day." 

Looking for a change, Desrochers and girlfriend Kimberiy 
Diiler decided to rethink their housing situation by looking 
for a condominium located right in the heart of Saskatoon's 
downtown, 

"There wasn't one defining moment where we decided/WeVe 
sick and tired of the suburbs and we're leaving,"says Desrochers. 
"It was more a collective decision, watching downtown and 
how upbeat everything is here - it just made us want to be 
right in the thick of it" 

Transformation: Condo, In More Ways Than One 

"When this place came up for sale,"continues Desrochers, 
about the couple's current urban home, "I just walked 
and knew instantly: This is it, this is home, we're pulling 
the trigger. Let's go" 



The spacioLJS balcony is ideal for outdoor living and taking in the 
magnificent view with out the maintenance of a yard. 


Buying a 2,000 square foot condominium, with an additional 
1,000 square feet of balcony for spacious outdoor living, 
Desrochers says there was really only one problem with 
their new purchase.,.the unit itself. 

Built in the early 19S0s, with a very "stock" interior and with 
walls partitioning every room, the condo had an aged, enclosed 
feeling, and despite its amazing view of the rivei; only the living 
room had the correct vantage point from which to see it 

"It was a shame to not have the kitchen and dining room 
combined with the living room into one great room that could 
look out onto the river," says Desrochers. "So we made the 
decision to take out all of the partition walls on the front half 
of the condo and turn it into one great concept," 

Deciding that what the condo really needed was afulLon 
renovation, Desrochers and Diiler hired good friend and local 
interior designerTamara Bowman to give the condo a more 
modern look and feel 
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The spaciousness of the living room and dining room, 
combined as a great room, is inviting and relaxing 
(above left and right). 


The result? 

"She did an outstanding job/'boasts Desrochers. *'She knows 
this job so well inside and out. Even with me being in the 
real estate industry and seeing thousands and thousands of 
homes, I never would have come up with what she provided 
for us here* 

Utilizing natural materials such as travertine marble on all 
the countertops, wrap-around stone tile on the natural 
wood-burning fireplace, and hemlock and fir doors to replace 
the unit's previous ones, Bowman designed a space for the 
couple that was warm and inviting, instead of dark and 
enclosed Shedid all this despite the design challenge that 
arose when the kitchen walls came down to reveal 6x6 foot 
steel columns that housed both the plumbing chases and 
provided structural support. 

Turning a challenge into a feature of the room. Bowman 
encased the pillars in rain glass and added back lighting to 
make them stand out in a way that flowed with the home's 
open and welcome theme. 

"You can still see them,"says Desrochers, "but she's created 
such a very well-thought design that they looks fantastic." 

Bowman retained the unit's original wood-burning fireplace 
to keep with the design's earthy feel. She also created a 
unique wrap-around tile ledge and hearth, that in addition 
to enhancing the fireplace with a unique eye-catching 
feature, also created a practical place to store wood. 



The bathroom features a raised oval tub, stand-alone shower 
and contemporary, paired vessel sinks, 


but Saskatoon actually has a lot of property that has extremely 
large square footage. Our home could accommodate anyone 
from a bachelor to a family, and we've got everything we 
could possibly want" 

That includes a neighbourhood that Desrochers says is one 
of the biggest highlights of his new downtown lifestyle. 

"Certainly one of the reasons we moved here was to have that 
neighbourhood feel and that neighbourhood maturity*says 
Desrochers. "And it's improved our quality of life dramatically." 

The couple now walk and bike places instead of driving. 

A dinner out to a favoured spot onlyrequires only a five- 
minute walk or two-minute bike ride. 

"We've also got the best lawn in the city in Rotary Park just 
across the street'adds Desrochers. "And the best part about 
it is, I don't have to cut it.” 


A raised oval tub, stand-alone shower, and contemporary, GAfL JANSEN 

paired vessel sinks in the unit's feature bathroom carried 
the unit's modern design without ever losing sight of its 
natural feeling. 
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DESIGN 


Designer and 
Artist Find 
Ideal Live/Work 
Space in Riversdale 

When designer Happy Grove 
and artist Adrian Stlmson 
were looking for space to 
work from^ they found that 
converting a former com¬ 
mercial buUding to live/work 
space fit the bIJI perfectly. 

”We realized that if we 
added an art studio and an 
interior design office to our 
existing mortgage, we were 
going to pay a lot of money for 
two of those spaces to some¬ 
body else/ Grove explains. 
“We thought; weVe starting 
fresh businesses, we need lo 
keep the costs under control, 
so how about if we try to do 
it all in one. Living in Caswell 
HiO at the time, and being 
involved in the community 
here [in Riversdale), we were 
completely aware of the inner 
city drive to create more live/ 
work spaces/ 

Stimson, then anisi-in-res- 
idence at Mendel An Gallery, 
had been renting the main 
Iloor of a building on 20lh 
Street West for his art studio 
and an outreach j:)rogram 
for the galler\' 3 Vfe years ago. 
Grove and Stimson decided 
to buy wiien the 1200-square- 
foot, two-storey building, 
which over the years had 
housed a bakery, a pawn shop 
and a law office, was pul up 
for sale. Ihey renovated and 
modernized the upstairs 



Live/work home offices are on the rise in Saskatoon. Happy Grove and 
Adrian Stimson have turned this former grocery store into a design and 
art stgdfo 


apartment, joining ii with 
their work spaces below. 

'"So, for less money than 
our mortgage on our (former) 
house five blocks away, we 
have an art studio, an interior 
design office and our resi¬ 
dence," Grove says. 

Grove is quick to point out 
the advantages that many 
people find with live/work 
siiace. 

“I don’t have to drive lo 
work/' he says. “ rhat*s a big 
advantage. When I left Cal¬ 


gary, I was si^ending an hour 
and a hail‘ — at least — in 
the car each day getting to 
and from work. I think it also 
speaks to Adrian's style of liv¬ 
ing, which is living artfully. He 
lives his work. He can be at 
work a!! the time if he wants 
to be. Living in die space is 
ideal for our relationsliip, be¬ 
cause we get to see each other. 
We get the best of it all. We can 
work hard and be together/ 
I'he move also met iheir 
needs as they strove to sim¬ 


plify their lives, reducing the 
amount of clutter around 
iheiTi and allowing them to 
live in a more compact space. 
Cl rove says. 

''This is a beauufiil netgii- 
bourhood/ Clrove adds. "This 
neighbourhood is filled with 
vibrant people. In many ways, 
we look at this as being die 
most European neighbour¬ 
hood of any in the city, in 
the sense that people are on 
ihe street. They don't drive lo 
where they're going. They wa Ik 
or ride their bikes. There's a lot 
of pedestrian traffic. That cre¬ 
ates social dynamism in the 
neighbourhood. 1 know my 
neighbours. I talk to people I 
see on the street. There's a re¬ 
ally strong social component 
to it, which I think is what the 
city is trying to do by encour¬ 
aging live/work in the inner 
city. I think it’s successful. It 
happens here naturally/ 

"The way that we've done 
it in the past is to fragment 
communities," Grove says. 
"We isolate our family units 
at home, when the front door 
garage swallows up the car 
and you never see the family 
again until they come out to 
go to school or work. That just 
isn't the way it is down here. I 
have lived in all of those dif¬ 
ferent kinds of setdngs and I 
love this one." 

Randy Pshebyio, executive 
director of Riversdale Busi¬ 
ness Improvement District, 
sees great potential for live/ 
work spaces in the area. The 
n e i ghb (mrh ood sh ows h tjw 
people see a changing rela- 
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A former bakery, pawn shop and a taw office, the updated intenor of the Grove-Stimson home is comfortable, 
impressive and enhances the artwork 


tionship between residence 
and work, he says, in large 



of developers such as Curtis 
Olson, who recendy joined 
the BID board, and business 


people like photographer 
Josie Freeborn. 

''There's a new general! on of 
entrepreneurs. I'm dealing 
with a wlioie new generation 
of people shoivlng an interest 
in the area," Pshebylo says. 

"When we look at Avenue C, 
in ihe 400 block, for example, 
across from River Landing, 
we're seeing that transilional 
zoning* the new MX finixed- 
use] zoning in that particu¬ 
lar block* all old residences/' 
Pshebylo says. '‘Now, those 
are probably the hottest prop- 
enies going — facing River 
Landing* U’s all going to be 
geared towards perhaps j^ro- 
fessional othce space on the 
main floor, an accountant ur 
something like that, and a res¬ 
idential component upstairs/' 

Interest has been burgeon¬ 
ing since the Lake Placid 
development proposal got 
the go-ahead, he says. People 
realize that the neighbour¬ 


hood is only a few blocks from 
ihe River landing develop¬ 
ment, the farmers' markel, 
Midlown Plaza and office, 
services and amenities in the 
downtown core. 

"There's definitely a desire 
to look into this type of prod¬ 
uct [live/work]," says Dana 
Kripki, a senior planner In die 
C]ity of Saskatoon's planning 
and development brandi* 
"l^ople like the idea of 
living and working in the 
same place." 

"From a planning perspec¬ 
tive* we encourage all types of 
housing development,** Kripki 
adds. I think there's going to 
be more demand for it." 

Zoning far live/work use 
didn't exist until relatively 
recently, notes Alan V\^llace, 
ihe C]iiy's manager of neigh¬ 
bourhood planning. The first 
mixed-use zone was a result 
of the Warehouse District 
local area plan, with changes 
to the zoning bylaw allowing 
live/work in 2003 

" WeVe been trying to make 
changes to our zoning bylaw 
to be more inclusive of mixed 
use areas," Wallace says* 
"Riversdale is definitely one 
of those areas that we want 
lo see more mixed use occur 
in. We're trying to encourage 
reinvestment in that neigh¬ 
bourhood." 

" Wliat we were doing when 
we first thought of live/work 
units was trying to revitaltze 
our warehouse district* Many 
cities had already converted 
their warehouse districts to 
allow for artists and others to 
do some creative work within 
the place that they live.” 

DARRELL NOAKES 


Homo-aatcd Versus Live/Work Zones 


Saskatoon's zoning bylaw regulates businesses, induding 
home-based and live/work units. 

A "home-based business'"is incidental to the primary use of a 
dwelling as a residence. A "live/work unit" on the other hand, 
is a dweiing unit that is also used for work purposes. 

Alan Wallace, the City's manager of neighbourhood planning, 
desaibes the difference this way: "A home-based busings is 
fairly tightly controlled, because it's in a single unit dwelling. 
A live/wofk unit is not. It's a commercial building*" 

Because a home-based business is zoned for residential use, 
and a (ive/work unit for commercial or retail, the building 
code would apply differently, as well. 

Home-based businesses exist throughout the city, but live/ 
work units are permitted only in the commercial areas of 
the Warehouse District downtown, where the concept was 
first approved, Riversdale and South Caswell Hill* Technically 
speaking, live/work units are discretionary use permitted in 
RA1 and MX1 zoned districts. Areas zoned for 65 permit retail 
and residential use, but not combined. 


4 ? 


Vis it www.saskatoon-home. ca/extras ,htm 
to see more photos. 
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STYLE 



This lovely home found in Saskatoon’s east side is an example of neo-traditional architecture 


Saskatoon 
HomeTrends: 
Contemporary, 
Traditional Style 
and Urban 
Neighbourhoods 

The remnams of architec¬ 
tural trends past can be seen 
in buildings throughout the 
city of Saskatoon. Some may 
be looked upon with wist- 
fulness and others witli a 
"what* we re-we-thinking" 
shake of our heads^ but it 
is the sum of these trends^ 
both good and bad, that have 
led us to the architectural 
designs of today. 

In single-family dwellings, 
the Craftsman-styled home 
has made a resurgence, but 
this time with a more modern 
and sustainable edge, accord¬ 
ing to architect Paul Biases 
For Blaser, an architect 
and partner in the firm 
Rajani Blaser Mannix Archi- 
teciurep and founding chair 
of the Saskatchewan Chajner 
of the C^anada Creen Building 
Clouncil, it's a trend be sees 
as one that also utilizes natu¬ 
ral materials such as stone, 
wood and detailing as a way of 
giving homes a little more 
interest. 

"I think that any stone, 
and certainly in Saskatoon, 
lyndall stone, a quarried 
limestone, is something ihai 
has always been a ]iart of this 
place because it's a relatively 
local material. Brick is also 


a very big part of that return 
to warm, natural materials. 
Whether it's new bricks, re¬ 
used bricks or even exposing 
existing brick'* 

In this new incarnation of a 
Craftsman home, Blaser says 


clean, contemporary lines are 
the focus along with green 
sustainable building practic¬ 
es, leading to a style with a lot 
of different opportunities and 
influences* 

‘As we have more inoney 


here, more investment and 
more focus," says Blaser 
"I certainly would like to see a 
continued evolution of a Sas¬ 
katchewan style, but often the 
styles are something we dim'l 
see until we have the benefit 
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Fireplaces 
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Counter Tops 


Hardwood 

Flooring 
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Furniture 
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Windovvs 
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Contact Us Now For Your FREE Information Packet! 

Call 1-866-221-3582 or visit DirectBuySaskatoon.ca 
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_ Furnishings t) , ^ j 

1 Caliinetry 


How can you gain access to direct insider prices, 
on over 500 of your favorite brands, 
all at one exclusive club? 


Direc^’iuy, d Smarter Way 7 >hop. 


There's never been a better time to become a DirectBuy Club Member. As a member, you'll have access 
to our extensive, selection of virtually everything for your home - cabinetry, appliances, furnishings, electronics and more 
- from over 500 of your favorite brands. ALL AT DIRECT INSIDER PRICES RETAILERS DON'T WANT YOU TO SEE! 

With the widest range of products, prices and styles imaginable, DirectBuy is a whole new way to shop for your home. 


Glassware 
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The new Shift Home, created 
by developer Curtis Olson, is 
one example of where today's 
residenttal architectural trends 
are heading with straight 
contemporary lines. 


of hindsighL Certainly, 1 think 
thaCneo-traditioiial* is a term 
thafs been thrtiwn arovind, 
but I don't think it's really a 
term that incoqsorates whaTs 
emerging now. 1 think die re 
is almost a move, to a certain 
extent, past neo-ttaditional 
to a traditional contemporary 
style. With those clean lines, 
with those very modern looks, 
and yet done in really natural, 
warm, living materials/' 

Blaser cites the converted 
Hayloft and the new Shift 
Home, two residences created 
by Saskatoon developer Courtis 
Olson, as examples of where 
today’s architectural trends 
are heading, with their con¬ 
temporary lines, created with 
sustainable materials, 

“Ihat’s where new, young 
home-buyers, those who have 
had a chance to see more of 
the world, are leading us. This 
is the stuff that is interesting 
and the stuff that magazines 
are featuring.*^ 

Another home trend in 
Saskatoon that Blaser sees 
emerging as a response to 
people's desires, is a return lo 
traditional urban neighbour¬ 
hoods. 

"Certainly in housing de¬ 
velopments across North 
America, the return to tradi¬ 
tional urban nerglibourhoods 
has been a trend for quite a 
while,** says Blaser. ‘'People 
are getting tired of long drives 
and commuting long distanc¬ 
es, and one of the ways ihai 
developers are responding is 
by providing smaller lots and 
a return to back alleyways/' 



Saskatoon has not yet ex¬ 
perienced the same rapid 
exiiansion into suburban¬ 
like developments like many 
other North American cities, 
Blaser thinks that the lessons 
these other cities have learned 
in the process can hel p Saska¬ 
toon through its own current 
period of growth. 

"Although there are sub¬ 
urban-like developments 
in Saskatoon,'* says Blaser. 
"Nothing is really more than 
a 15-minute drive away, 
whereas a lot of cities have 
grown to where a half hour 
or forty-five minute com¬ 
mute can be quite standard/' 



The development of two-story homes, with prominent fronts 
are being built on smaller lots to create grand curb appeal and 
minimize urban sprawl 
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www.handsonministries.com 



Where once devdopEiienls 
boasted sprawling ranch-style 
bungalows and bi-levels with 
a garage prominently fea¬ 
tured at the front of a home, 
today's trend leans to smaller 
lots v\ith standard two-storey 
homes with prominent front 
street access and garages 
located in the back. 

'TVs you get further out, and 
lots are wider and there are no 
back lanes« it's very difficult 
because the car is still how 
people get around in the city, 
and so ifs difficult to take up a 
larger portion of your lot and 


yard to drive to some kind of 
a coach house parking in the 
back," explains Blaser ''But 
in more dense, multi-unit de¬ 
velopments, we're seeing that 
garages and parking are be¬ 
ing consolidated off the lane 
ways and at the back. This 
allows for the front door and 
porch or front sitting area lo 
dominate the street, and al¬ 
lows people in the neighbour¬ 
hood to see each other more, 
which ultimately, 1 think is a 
great thing." 

GAIL JANSEN 


Beautify 
your home. 



Offering a wide selection of home accessories 
that wiil appeal to your unique s^e. 



516 43rd Street E., Saskatoon 
306-931-2865 www.sieeltnet.net 
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DECOR 



Sandra Young s airy loft is a breeding ground for animated conversation about the lively decor 


Her H(Art) in 
Downtown: 
Entrepreneur 
follows dream 
to live part-time 
in urban 
Saskatoon loft 

“As soon as ! opened my Sas¬ 
katoon store two years ago 
on Second Awn ue, t had seen 
that tlicy were converting 
this building to lofts, and I 
told myself that this was my 
dream,” says Sandra Young, 
who owns Willow Studio 
downtown.“lf I could make It 
happen, I wanted to get a loft 
here at the Second Avenue 
Lofts” 

Ebr Ybiing, tl was a dream 
come true. After gmwing up 
in Saskatoon and completing 
high school at Rosthem Junior 
College, a tradition started by 
her parents and grandpar¬ 
ents, the entrepeneur spent 
time traveling, designing win¬ 
dow displays and store fronts 
in Yorktoa Prince Albert Re¬ 
gina, Saskatoon, and North 
E^ttleford. Then she opened 
businesses in Regina, Yorklon, 
Prince Albert and North Ballb 
eford. She met her future hus¬ 
band, Todd, a systems analyst, 
in Regina, and the couple set¬ 
tled in Calgary, where Young 
established a home furnish¬ 
ings and design company. She 
expanded into other locales 
like the hamlet of Bragg Creek, 
Regina and Moose Jaw with 
the help of family members. 


But Saskatoon, and die dis¬ 
tinctive Hudson's Bay depart¬ 
ment store, always held fond 
memories. 

“I used to shop here when I 
was a kid,'' Young says. " I used 
to take the bus from Bast Col¬ 
lege l^ark when 1 was a young 
teenager. I would hop on the 
bus and come here widi Jiiy 
girlfriends. 1 felt so grown up 
to be able to hop on the bus by 
myself, go shopping at the Bay 
and go for a malt at the Malt 
Stop with my girifriends. To 
me, the thought of being able 
to come full circle here, start¬ 
ing a business in Saskatoon 
after being away for so long, 
to be able to go back to my 


roots, felt like a great idea.” 

Young's daughter, who also 
graduated from Rosthern Ju¬ 
nior C^ollege, studies art and 
painting at the University of 
Saskatchewan. Thai helped 
provide the impetus for open¬ 
ing the Saskatoon Willow Stu¬ 
dio. 

"1 think I was just lonesome 
for my daughter," she says. 'T 
thought, what better reason to 
reconnect in Saskatchewan. I 
could spend some time with 
her and develop a business 
that I love." 

Young spends about a week 
a month in Saskatoon. IPs 
not enough, she says, but she 
can't afford to be away from 


the femily's C^blgary home and 
business any longer than thaL 
In C^algary, they live on an 
acreage, so returning to Sas¬ 
katoon, especially to the ur- 
txin residential enMronment, 
feels refreshing. 

“ lb live in an urban setting 
is the ultimate juxtaposition 
lor me for my quiet life in the 
country at home. To have that 
CO mb inadon of lifestyle mak e s 
me appreciate each Ufestyie 
far more. It's like a vacation 
property for my family." 

'T love the energy of the 
downtown and the business 
owners here," she says. "We're 
all really working hard to try 
to make it a better place. IPs 
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Jhm nook, besides being an appealing place to relax, perfectly showcases the artistic creations 


in tiverybody's best interest 
and our city's best interest to 
support downtoivn business 
and to support downtown 
living, so that our city main¬ 
tains some vibrancy and 
doesn't fall the way of so many 
American cities, or others 
around the world.** 

There*s an energy to down¬ 
town living, she adds. “1 love 
ihings like Persephone The¬ 
atre, Taste of Saskatchewan or 
the Jazz Festival/* 

''My husband, Todd, and 
I often mention that there is 
more art per capita in down¬ 
town Saskatoon than in all of 
some other ddes that weVe 
lived/' Young says. **! tliink 




Even the kitchen serves as an art gallery 


Sandra Young has coordinated the colours and decor m this bedroom to 
ideally enhance the artwork. 






Have a home, or are you thinking of buying a home? 



Thermdf Imaging can detect Issues the 
human eye can not see: 

• hiot/Cold spots in Your Insulation 

• Moisture Intrusion/Mold Growth 

• Leaks in In-Floor Heating 

* Insect Or Pest Intrusion 
• Loose Or Damaged Electrical 

Components 



What you see What we see 


HEAT SEEKER 
THERMAL IMAGING 

Home-Commercial-Industriat-Equine 


Clifford Gerow (306)370*7976 heatseeker@saskteLnet www.heatseeker.ca 
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that's what's brought us back to this place 
— our appreciation for art. I'he Mendel Art 
Gallery was a staple growing up — going to 
the Mendel Art Gallery on a regular basis, 
going to the symposiums on the river bank. 
I used to hang out with my Uncle Bill Epp 
and all these artists, doing all these sympo¬ 
siums on the river bank, watching the art¬ 
ists worlL** 

‘'My background is more in display 
design and interior design, so ihai has al¬ 
ways been my bread and biillen I loweven 
my real passion lies in art. Over the last 12 
years, my design studio has evolved more to 
promote artists.” 

Second Avenue Lofts embodies urban 
living. Young finds. Residents meet each 
other as they come and go. Yet, the suites 
are quiet, giving everyone the privacy they 
desire. There are common spaces for enter¬ 
taining and exercise. Young's suite overlooks 
a rooftop outdoor lounge that will soon be 
open to those in the building. Allhough the 
building has been open for only a couple 
of years. Young says that residents have al¬ 
ready established a tradition of celebrating 
New Year's together, roaming from suite to 
suite, ''like a poduck.” 

Much of the appeal of downtown living 
comes from the services that are within 
walking or cycling distance. The restaurant 
selection is outstanding, says Young, 

“l.ast night, 1 hiked to Broadway and 
enjoyed the services there, ihe restaurants 
and local coffee shops. In this neighbour¬ 
hood, Second Avenue is just alive with res¬ 
taurant and shopj>ing choices.^' 

The Loft IS an Art Gallery 

Young's suite at Second Avenue Lofts has 
become a showcase for artists, 

‘'I don't have enough wall space in the stu¬ 
dio," Young explains. "I usually have three 
to five artists shown in our30()() square foot 
show room, 1 thought, htjw am I show these 
people for a longer period than I can at the 
studio? So 1 started bringing pieces over and 
the show has revolved at the loft. When we 
have art clients wanting to look at art, we 
bring them over as a personal tour to see an 
in a furnished space to give them a sense of 
how art would look in a home." 

DARRELL NOAm 



Visit www.saskatoon-home.ca/ 
extras.htm to see more photos. 
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Friendly, No-Pressure Service 


Good advice is important when buying or selling 
property. Allow my esperience and market 
knowledge to get you the best possible results. 

(306) 717-1144 

mike^mikeboychuk.ca www.mikeboychuk.ca 

Hallmark Realty & Associates Ltd. 

5-3012 Louise SL Saskatoon 5K S7J 3L8 
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955-4441 
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Flooring 
A Interiors 

7 • 844 51st St. E ■ Saskatoon, SK ■ www.cornerstoneflooring.ca 
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SPOTLIGHT 



Couple's Buena 
Vista Residence 
Provides Peace and 
Yesteryear 
Ambience 

Bev and Julian Beaudry love 
ihe appeal of Buena Vista. 
The heri tage neigh bourhood^ 
celebrallng its lOOUi birth¬ 
day this fall, conveyed an at¬ 
mosphere and character that 
the couple couldn't resist. It 
was their starting point when 
they were looking for a place 
to live- 

''We started with the area, 
because It was dose to Bev's 
work," says Julian. "We drove 
by this house and said, ‘I ley, 
that looks interesting!'" 

Bev owns Witch's Brew 
Metaphysical Books & Gifts 
on Broadway. Julian spends 
much of his time out of coun¬ 
try* working the rigs. It was 
important to find a place to 
live that was close to Bev's 
work, in a neighbourhood that 
hdd the warmth and charm 
of Nutana and the Broadway 
district, and that anchored a 
sense of "home " 

"We had picked out a few 
houses for sale that I liked*" 
adds Bev. "We looked at tliree 
or four, but as soon as I saw 
this one, 1 Just fell right in love 
— this is it, this is the house, 
I loved the floors and the 'old¬ 
ness' of it" 

That was four years ago, 
rhe Beaiidrys moved from 
their farm, where their stm 
still lives, a couple hours 


Bev loves the hardwood floors and the "oldness* of this quimessential Buena Vista honne, built (n 1921 


east of the city. They tried an 
apartment condominium, but 
that environment lacked the 
appeal they hot>ed to find in 
SaskatoorL 

The couple's house has a 
character that jierfeciiy en¬ 
hances the antiques, crystals 
and other items that embel¬ 
lish the in tenon 

Heritage Charm Preserved 

Built in 1921 and designated 
the Abrams House, the origi¬ 
nal appearance of the resi¬ 
dence has been kept intact. 
The Saskatoon heritage data¬ 
base shows that it was entered 
in the 1987 City of Saskatoon 
Awards for sym[iathetic reno¬ 
vation, The heritage office 


notes that the "it remains as a 
beautiful example of histori¬ 
cal architecture for residen¬ 
tial homes in the Buena Vista 
area." 

The Beaudrys continue to 
preserve the look and feel of the 
hcjuse, ITte/ve added French 
doors to the kitchen to provide 
access to a secluded, cozy ]iart 
of the Side yard, and provided 
a suite in the basement, where 
their daughter lives. 

Yet, they have made no 
changes to the wonderful 
heritage architectural compo¬ 
nents. 

The couple has trans¬ 
formed the back yard into a 
relaxing sanctuary that pro¬ 
vides a place to feel ai ease on 


a summer's evening when the 
warm-hued* iate-day sunlight 
filters through the foliage. 

Every old home holds 
memories, and seldom do we 
have the privilege to glimpse 
the lives that filled the place 
before we were there. One 
day, earlier this summer, just 
as she liad come home from 
work* Bev encountered two 
elderly women* accompanied 
by an equally senior man, 
looking at the house. The 
women told Bev that they had 
grown up in the residence. 
The man was familiar with 
the house, too. He visited fre¬ 
quently while courting one of 
the sisters* whom he married. 
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The secluded back yard is an ongoing labour of love Joe Laturnus better known as Joe the Roc vman’ 
designed the yard and continues to develop it with Bev s help 


”They were anxious lo see 
the trees," says Bev. "Tlie two 
pine trees were planted when 
the ladies were born, by liieir 


falfier.”The trees now tower 60 
feet or more above the prop¬ 
erty, standing like sentinels on 
either side of the house. 


''The garage was siiil the 
same. The garage was itnpor- 
lani to them, that it was still 
the same garage. They came 


in the house and it was just 
wonderful, wonderful, to be 
a pan of it, to be here so that 
they could come in. Watch¬ 
ing the memories flood across 
[the faces ofl these |ieople was 
awesome. It made their trip, 
and they were quite happy. It 
was nice to be a part of that.” 

The residence is also a suit¬ 
able compiement to Bev's 
work, lire gifts and crystals 
that she sells at Witch's Brew 
add a very peaceful element 
to the home. Conversely, Bev 
can i n te gra te h er h ome's sen s e 
of peace into the store. 

"I love it, that I can bring 
my dog, Tony, to work,” she 
says. "People come into die 
store looking to say 'hi' to 
[buy, because it makes their 
day. Whether I can give them 
a crystal or an oil or a pet from 
my dog, to make someone's 
day means a lot to me." 

DARhL^^NOAKES 
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TRANSFORMATION 


Eyesore Becomes 
Eco-friendly 
Home 

Former Drug House 
Now a Modern 
Live/work Infill 

Once Leon Goldman's neat 
and tidy neighbourhood gro¬ 
cery in 1911 1 the two-storey 
brick store cum apartment 
block on Avenue C North be¬ 
came known as the "drlve- 
by pharmacy" in its deciin* 
ing years. Drugs and money 
changed hands with alarm¬ 
ing regularity. The neigh¬ 
bour’s fence was routinely 
kicked down so as not to ob¬ 
scure the pay phone on the 
corner where drug buyers 
would call in their arrival. 

When the drug house was 
razed and the liny 30* x60' lot 
repossessed, the neighbour¬ 
hood let out a collective sigh. 
When Crystal Bueckert and 
Martin Bennett bought the 
weeds-and-garbage infested 
propert\’ in 2007. neighbours 
once again peeked out of their 
windows, Now they like what 
they see. 

Building customized homes 
on urban infill lots with an 
existing infrastructure, and 
incorporating green elements 
and living and working in the 
same space, Is a new wave 
of sustainable home design. 
This approach Is revitalizing 
urban an^s one tiny footprint 
at a time. 

In the Bueckert/Benne it 
case, the design variances for 



Crystal Bueckert and Brian 
Bennett s new home took a 
year to design and the results 
certainly show it. 

the house on the non-con- 
forming lot required an appeal 
to the City As an architectural 
designer and artist. Bueckert 
and Bennett, also an ariisi. 
offered what they describe as 
an innovative prototype for 
the Oty to develop other nar- 


The original house 
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The office is sparse and light-filfed. 




Like the other rooms, the bedroom has clean lines and gallery walls. 



The kttchen is galley-style, streamlined and effective 


row and marginal sites for in¬ 
ner city neighbourhoods and 
high-density suburban hous¬ 
ing deveSopments. The f^ity 
liked what they heard, 

"We spent an entire year 
designing the house," ex¬ 
plains Bueckert in the light 
and airy third floor garret that 
contains her workspace and 
the master bedroom. "We 
needed that time to tailor the 
design and layout to fit our 
lifestyle and daily functions/' 
She laughs. “This home is an 
entirely custom-tailored proj¬ 
ect! l^ach decision was based 
on what would work for us, 
not for some unknown resale 
buyer at some vague point in 
the future." 

The couple designed the 
house with a part-industrial, 
I^art-domestlc sensibility. It 
has borrowed the warehouse 
elements of the nearby busi¬ 
ness district but has incorpo- 
mied the sympathetic design 
elements that blend with the 
neighbourhood. The indus¬ 


trial aesthetic shows itself in 
the raw steel plates and hard¬ 
ware, the exposed structure, 
dimensional lumber, polished 
concrete floors and metal- 
clad wood windows. Since the 
original grocery store on the 
lot was brick, the home has a 
brick exterior that has been 
enhanced with a modern ad¬ 
dition of acrylic stucco and 
clean lines* 

The couple designed their 
new liome for living and work¬ 
ing. The two artists insisted 
on clean lines* gallery walls 
and tall spaces. Martin's mas¬ 
sive canvases are accommo¬ 
dated in the main studio area. 
The second floor loft, with 
higher ceilings and exposed 
sub-floors* serves as the main 
living area with a small but ef- 
licienl galley kitchen. Bueck- 
ert and Bennett are not into 
llie Saskatchewan tradition of 
gathering in the kitchen for a 
dinner party; in fact, Bennett 
prefers cooking solo without 
an audience, built this for 
us and how we do things." 

Low consumption and low 
impacl urban living is how 
they do things* By living and 
working within a small ra¬ 
dius* getting by without a car 
(she's selling her car to join a 
car co-op), by busing, walking 
and cycling to markets and 
shops, purchasing only what 
is needed, and by planning 
a green home, city dwellers 
like Beuckert and Bennett be¬ 
come ecO'Conscious citizens. 

(treating a sustainable 
home ''has to do with the 
building science and building 
systems*" Bueckert explains. 
"Proper vapour barriers, good 
insulation* radiant in-floor 
heating* reflective foil, solar 
panels to heat our ivaterso we 
use practically no gas in the 
summer* Lven in winter, we 
expect that 50 to 70 [>er cent 
of our hot water needs will 
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be met by solar energy. Ihis 
house uses very lillle of any¬ 
thing In fact, right now 1 have 
a $400 credit with City iilili- 
ties," she grins. 

Growing up on self-sustain- 
able farm, Bueckert says the 
low consumption concept 
was always the way to go. Be¬ 
ing the daughter of a building 
contractor makes for no fear 
of wielding a hammer. Aware¬ 
ness about what they use 
made the couple's decisions 
about sustainable house de¬ 
sign simply routine. 

Bueckert and Bennett's 
green elements take advan¬ 
tage of the lot's southern ori¬ 
entation by using windows 
and interior thermal mass to 
heat the house solar passive¬ 
ly Active solar energy comes 
from hydmnlc heat and so¬ 
lar thermal panels that heal 
concrete Ooors. The couple 
has made up for the site de¬ 
ficiency (no garden area) by 


planting a "green roor for 
herbs and native plants. Out¬ 
door xeriscaping with native 
plants, mulch and gravel will 
eliminate lawn watering. Dur¬ 
ing warmer months, no me¬ 
chanical air conditioning will 
be necessary due to the ven¬ 
tilation shaft designed as part 
of the main staircase, 

"The livable city is a really 
hot topic and is being studied 
by urban planners and de¬ 
signers," says Bueckert. "Sas¬ 
katoon is paying attention to 
this and there are great people 
working on this lifestyle shift 
as we revitalize the city's core 
areas. We feel pretty good that 
we're contributing w^hai we 
can to this beautiful historic 
neighbourhood" 

Very likely, grocer Leon 
Goldman would be pleased. 

KARIN MELMERGSCHWIER 



In One 


INSPECTIOIM 

im. 


• Home Inspections 
■ Odour Removal 

* Mold Testing 

• Water Quality Testing 

* Air Quality Testing 


3 o 6 . 25 o.oojo 

rL/Tinh liuglieallinaneinspectiM.ca 

j lugn xineauii www.allinoneinspectiMta 



Renovating? 


How about your garage... 





^^iaaBgaB g flss 


Saskatoon Custom 
Garage Interiors Inc. 


Call today for a FREE in-home consultation. 



RESIDENTIAL DESIGN & DRAFTING SERVICES 


Phone: (306) 373-3806 Fen; (306) 373-3806 
iD3-37IB Kinittor Plate, Soskatnan 
www.cadvantagDClBsjgii.com 


Profe sskiml resideFit al desip n/clraft ir^ 


■ Custom Home Des/gn 
"Award Winning Service 


haylpy 


3122AMtUARAVL 933-4320 

www.si I d^kofsask a Ivon ,com 


Saskatoon HOME Fall 2010 53 































SAI-ON«SRA. 


Beauty that reflects who you are. 

306 653 8467 

2-123 2nd Avenue South Scotia Centre Mall 

www.etho ssalonspa.ca 




EVERGREEN 


Evergreen, the newest neighbourhood 
in University Heights, is so named because 
it was designed to preserve two rows of SO-year^oId 
Scots Pine trees as an urban forest. Unique in its location, 
Evergreen is surrounded by a combination of parks, open 
fields and nature. 


n f 

Saskatoon 

1 pjiH Wiiun’l* 

Phone; {306) 975-3278 Web: 

□r coittiict your homebuilder for more details on lot availablity 


Modelled as a sustainable urban village neighbourhood, care 
has been taken to properly incorporate a combination of 
housing choices, open spaces and commercial opportunities 
in a sensative and harmonious manner. 


LOTS of information. JuST Ask! 
Contjct die City of Saskatoon Land Branch: 
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INSIDE 



Carpets might actually help your allergies if cleaned property and regularly 


A Different 
Kind of 

Housecleaning: 
Keep Your Home's 
Air Free of 
Allergens and 
Irritants 

Warning: The Interior of your 
home could be encouraging 
your asthma, allergies and 
other related sensitivities. 
Relief: There are both some 
common sense but also sur¬ 
prising measures you can 
take to minimize many of 
their triggers. 

Asthmatics experience 
wheezing, coughing and 
shortness of breath. The 
causes of asthma in individu¬ 
als aren't kn€)wn although re¬ 
searchers think differem fac¬ 
tors such as family genes and 
environmental exj^osures can 
interact to t^use it to develop, 
usually early In life. Exposure 
to allergens and irritants in 
the air can make the airways 
of those with asthma more re- 
active. 

Those with allergies can ex¬ 
perience far more than sneez¬ 
ing, congestion and iichy 
eyes, but also other condi¬ 
tions besides asthma includ¬ 
ing headaches, sinusitis, ear 
infections, skin reactions and 
even the swift, severe body re¬ 
action known as anaphylaxis, 
when the body iiterally goes 
into shock. 

Allergens include mould, 
dust mites, [>et hair and dan¬ 


der, and pollen, all of which 
can be present in a home. 

Caring for Carpets and 
Other Coverings 

Many people believe that 
carpets are a culprit for 
stimulating asthma and al¬ 
lergies, and that interior 
conditions improve if floor 
coverings are something 
other than carpets. This is 
the theory that they trap and 
collect allergens. 

Dean York, owner of two 
Chem-Dr\' carpet and uphol¬ 
stery cleaning franchises in 
Saskatoon and Prince Albert, 
disagrees. that are on 

a regular maintenance sched¬ 
ule for cleaning can actually 
act as a filter in your home,” 
he says. "Our s>^tem uses hot 


carbonated water, not chemi¬ 
cals, to create balanced pH 
levels in your home—and is 
recommended by the Que¬ 
bec Asthmatic Association for 
asthma sufferers—due to the 
'chemistry not chemicar pro¬ 
cess of carbonadon cleaning ” 

York also has another sug¬ 
gestion: “Give your drapes 
a shake. See the dust that is 
trapped in them? And whal 
kind of dost is in on your lamp 
shades, wall coverings, and 
furniture and bed coverings? 
The trick is removing it safely 
and quickly'* 

Following a thorough 
cleaning of all of these items, 
you might want to consider 
Chem-Dry's natuml ingredi¬ 
ent Dust-Might Anti-Aller¬ 
gen treatment which can be 


directly sprayed. Allergens 
found in dust mile droppings 
are instantly de-acthated, 
says the company 

Afterwards, clean all mate¬ 
rials and surfaces with a vacu¬ 
um cleaner that has a high-ef¬ 
ficiency particulate air (HEPAl 
filter to prevent the vacuum 
exhaust from redistributing 
some of the fine dust parti des 
back into the atmosphere. 

Taking Care of the Inside Air 

To remove inside allergens 
and other irritants, you might 
want to consider an air filter. 

"While a HEPA filter is 
definitely the best method, 
delivering 99.97% filtration, 
ihere are cheaper alternatives 
that may also benefit the ho¬ 
meowner/' says Chris Tranko 


Saskatoon HOME Fall 2010 55 




of Saskatooti*s C^alibyr Air 
Re[)ajr I'urnate and tXicL 
Cleani ng, 

“Installing an ultraviolet 
light system in your air stream 
will eliminate airborne germs 
and viruses by emitting IJV-C] 
light.-* 

“Electronic air cleaners 
work great if they are main¬ 
tained properly. However, if 
they are not kepi dean, you 
may spend a lot of money 
in replacement, repairs and 
mainienance," continues 
Franko. “Next is the electro¬ 
static air filler. It is able to 
capture up to 90% of those 
harmful microscopic particles 
floating in die home. Not only 


does an electrostatic air filter 
have great filtration, but it is 
washable and should last a 
lifetime.'* 

Frank also stresses dial 
proper filtration and main¬ 
tenance of your furnace is 
important to healthy inside 
air quality. Keeping the vents 
clean is cost-effective and 
keeps the dust to a minimum 
in your home. “Ckinsider 
ihe cost of having to replace 
the furnace fan because of a 
dust build up on the motor. 
It would most likely cost less 
to have the vents deaned/' 
he says. 

RANDZAO-IARIAS 


AYLOR PURNITURC 

CiTvttYlw* lU«o-d 


111 ■!< 



4 minutes west on Hwy. 14. Saskatoon • ph. 384-4340 

www.faytcsrniadafumittjna.niait * tisvlQrmadeh^rnitiira^ja&ktQl.n^t 



Other Timely Tips to Reduce 
IfisMlHWi Irritants 


1. Damp-dust your dothes. 

2. Wash bedding weekly in hot vyater. 


3. Dust house piaitts, but don't over-vyater them, because this 
promotes irritating mould. 


4. Don't allow your kitchens, basements and bathrooms to 
become humid.To avoid mould that loves moisture, use 
exhaust fans, oscillating fans and open your doors and windows 
to allow your home to breathe. 

5. Pollen is the #T culprit from outside. During its high season, 
keep your windows closed and let your in-home filtration 
system work. 


6. Wash your hands and face, showering after outdoor aaMty. 
Remove dothes you wore outside and wash them in hot water. 

7. Watch weather forecasts for pollen counts over a 24-hour 
period. Schedule outdoor activities for later in the day because 
these counts are generally higher in the morning. 




CUftfDW KDUES^ & FICPE&IOMS 


www.sanomahomes.ca 

260-5609 


and avaiUSle for your 
dream A&m^ in W&ri& <¥ar^ 

and tfie ^Meadows at lipsew&od. 
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OUTDOORS 



Landscaping the 
Heritage Home: 
Original Property 
Provides 
Inspiration 

Saskatoon is privileged to 
contain an extensive array of 
heritage homes whose char¬ 
acters reflect the city's 100 
yeare of history^ Today, many 
of llicsc homes are coming 
under new ownership and 
redevelopment, and many 
of their owners are discover¬ 
ing that living in a heritage 
house brings with it a re¬ 
sponsibility to remain true 
to the dwelling's originai ar¬ 
chitecture and character, but 
also to 1 ts Jandscape herlt age> 
I or Denise Balcaeii, owner 
of local landscape design lirni 
Cjardens Tour Seasons, the key 
to retaining a heritage home's 
historical yard and garden 
flavour is, above ail else, pa¬ 
tience. 

“The home has been there a 
long time,'' says Balcaen, “ You 
shouldn't just rush to (111 in the 
blank spots, but rather, have 
the patience to assess the yard 
both front and back, and slow¬ 
ly work items into the flow." 

Working with the “genius 
of the home” and the existing 
landscape, Balcaen advises 
new heritage homeowners 
to wail a full growing season 
before making changes to the 
existing pro|^rty layout, I'his 
period of time allows you lo 
get a fill] sense of whal the 
yard will yield. 


'*You need to look at the 
whole big picture of the yard 
and assess it,” stresses Bal¬ 
caen. “That allows you to get 
a fee! for what you want to 
keep and what you want lo 
remove in terms of existing 
vegetation. It will also allow 
you to see where you should 
develop patio and deck areas, 
or even little private nooks 
and crannies to relax in. This 
is something older yards offer 
a lot more of in terms of op¬ 
tions that would take years 
and years to develop in a new 
yard “ 

Once the pro[>erty Is ihor- 
oughly assessed, Balcaen says 


the next step is to have a plan 
drawn up whether ifs your 
own or one created with the 
aid of a professional designer. 
Us purpose is to create beauti¬ 
ful lines in the landscape ihai 
mirror the lines of the home, 
whether through garden beds 
that are shaped to accent, or 
ancliitectural additions such 
as peigolas or arbours tliat re¬ 
main faithful to the |>eriod. 

Your attention can then 
be focused on deciding whai 
plants to put in the gardens. 
In making these choices, you 
want to take into account the 
current level of sun exposure 
which may have changed 


over the years due to the 
maturation of existing trees 
and shrubbery You also want 
to decide if you want to use 
plants sourced from original 
heirloom seeds or those that 
would have been typical of 
the period. 

Heirloom plants or seeds 
are those defined as in ex¬ 
istence before 1951, when 
hybridization and cross-pol¬ 
lination of species became 
more commonplace. Many of 
these plants are "correct" for 
the landscaping of a heritage 
home in a historical sense, 
Ikjwever* they can also have 
inherent difficulties for grow- 
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ing, so newer hybrid versions 
of these old-fashioned plants 
might want to be considered 
for an easier gardening expe¬ 
rience. 

""There are a lot of new va¬ 
rieties that have been devel¬ 
oped from the old heirloom 
varieties," says Balcaen. ‘"Va¬ 
rieties that are more disease 
and pest-resistani, and have 
additional desirable qualities, 
that overall are belter for the 
gardener." 


Topping Balcaen's list of 
heritage-style plants that fall 
under this categor>f are: Peo¬ 
nies, whose hybrid version 
ensures they don't ""flop" over, 
Potentillas. Annabelle Hy¬ 
drangeas, Ehvarf Delphiniums 
(also embued with a “flopless” 
characteristic), and prairie- 
hardy Shrub RoseSp that re¬ 
quire little by way of care. 

Tor those who prefer lo 
keep true to the historic value 
of the older heirloom-styled 



331 istAve N 653-4634 

www.charterhfiu mI n t«riora.com 




Gtenda and Ed Risling's front yard, after the coupfe took a landscaping 
design course from Gardens Four Seasons. 


plants, Baicaen's recommen¬ 
dations include: Lilly of the 
Valley, Anemones, Perennial 
Asters, and Bleeding Hearts, 
all of which have the neces¬ 
sary old world feel to diem 
that compliments a heritage 
home. 

There are also other more 
modern plants that Balcaen 
says will retain the look and 
feel of a heritage property, 
while adding a litde mod- 
emiKation and drama. These 
could include the lily-like 
Hostas that range in size from 
6 inches to 3 feet, and die 
newer ornamental grasses 
that convey old world charm, 
even though they werenT in 
existence 100 years ago. 

”I really like the Karl Foer- 
sier [Feather Reed] grass as 


an example/' says Balcaen. "It 
gives a nod to the Victorian 
look but still has a new and 
modern feel to it*" 
in the long run, those look¬ 
ing to compliment their heri¬ 
tage homes with the appro¬ 
priate plants often need look 
no further than their existing 
landscapes, with a few added 
touches here or there. 

"The best advice I can give 
someone working with an 
older yard is to work with the 
existing environment," says 
Balcaen. ""Whether it's ex¬ 
treme shade, extreme sunlight 
or extreme vegetation, try and 
work with as much there as 
possible and choose plants 
that would thrive in it." 

GAiL JANSEN 




*1 I 




C Noith, Sviikvtooi* 
2AII-4I3CKI iiirww#lhi«|»liimb«ltopp«ir.ci»rfi 


Heaven on Tartfh youtj-w^eH-fteinfi starts 


at home in 


own peKsjjnal 'ipu. 
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This favounte Saskatoon commumty still retains its s^enerable, comfortable flavour 


Historic 
Buena Vista 
Neighbourhood 
Celebrates 100 
Years of Character 
and Community 

Buena Vista means "beauti¬ 
ful view'" in Spanish, When 
Saskatoon's Buena Vista area 


was first surveyed, It had 
a view so sensational and 
far-reaching, you could see 
your dog running away for 
about three days. Back in 
those days. Saskatoon barely 
reached past the comer of 
Lome Avenue and 8th Street. 
It took quite avisionary to see 
a thriving neiglibourliood in 
what was then simply a patch 
of bald prairie. But Saska¬ 


toon was booming and the 
real estate men descending 
on her in packs made their 
living out of seeing some¬ 
thing where previously there 
had been nothing. 

The oldest part of Buena 
Vista - from 4 th to 8th Streets 
between Lome and Clarence 
Avenues - originally belonged 
to ihe Temperance ('oloni- 
zalion Society as part of the 


land granted to it In 1882 to 
create a Saskatoon colony. By 
the fall of 1910, It belonged to 
the Commercial Traveller's In¬ 
vestment Company who were 
anxious to cut it up Into lots 
and get it onto the real estate 
market, 

Ai about the same time, 
Henry Vivian, an English 
member of Parliament and 
an early supporter of city 
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The paddling pool at Buena Vista park in the 19^Os 



Photo: Courtesy Qty of Saskatoon Archives 


The official opening in 1937 of the paddling pool in Suefia Vista park 
was welkattended by city councillors, members of the Kinsmen Club, 
Playgrounds Association officials and member of the Parks Board 
Ironically, all the children are on the outside of the fence 


planning, was in the city 
speaking out against the evils 
of urban crowding and tene¬ 
ment housing. A number of 
Saskatoon aldermen heard 
him speak, and idien the 
C]ommercial Travellers suh- 
milled their subdivision plan 
f(jr Buena Vista a few days 
later, they demanded that 
provision be made for a good- 
sized park and that 8th Street 
be substantially widened to 
accommodate a proposed 
bridge. 

The plan was duly modified 
and accepted, with the com- 
imny making a tidy sum on 


the new park, land that cost 
the city nearly $11,000. 

The south half of Buena 
Vista was added the next year, 
and by 1912, the map of Bue- 
na Vista - if not the ph^'sical 
reality of it - was much as ii is 
today, 

rhe dreams of the land 
speculators who fuelled Sas¬ 
katoon's pre-war boom w^ent 
to pieces in 1913 when the 
bottom fell out of the real es¬ 
tate market. The blow might 
not have been fatal had not 
the First World War come 
along a year later The ujishot 
was ihat a great deal of land 


^Morrow 

Go\fSTRLicT[ON Ltd. 
Homk Spbciai.ists 


Call as today! 306 24^9734 


Your Home Restorotlon and 

Renovation Specialists! 


Windows and Doors 
Siding, Soffit, and Focio 
Home Additions 
Financing Available 


— ^ 


V/SA 




1011-201 2l5t East, Saskatoon E: mcmorrowOsosktel.net www.mcmorrowconstruction.ca 
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Many of the 'louses in Buena Vista are very distinctive. The neighbourhood is old enough to have tal> trees. 


that had been boughi up and 
divided into lots for people to 
purchase and to build houses 
on* remained empty. In many 
cases the owners lei ilie lots 
gel taken by the City for non¬ 
payment of taxes. 

Thefloodofnew people into 
Saskatoon stopped, and many 
areas - including most of Bue¬ 
na Vista - remained sparsely 
populated for decades* 

Particulars of the Park 

The park has always been a 
vital [lart of Buena Vista* al¬ 
though occasionally not in 
ways you might expect. In 
1911, a pair of Minneapolis- 
based landscape architects 
named Morell and Nichols 
were hired to draw up plans 
for the [)ark. The original lay¬ 
out indtided formal gardens* 
trees* gravelled walkways* 
mde swee|>s of lawn and a 
decorative pagoda* none of 
which were built precisely as 
envisioned. 

Park planners in those 
days made a clear distinc¬ 
tion between parks and jilay- 
grounds* Parks were for walk¬ 
ing through, admiring the 
Bowers and perhaps having a 
picnic. Playgrounds were Bar 
children to run around in and 


kick balls. At one point* tlie 
city even hired a park police¬ 
man to enforce the rules, and 
there were signs in various 
parks forbidding the playing 
of games* 

But it's hard to keep young 
people out of parks* particu¬ 
larly after the sun goes down. 
This is still the case. 

In the late 1920s, local resi¬ 


dents complained on sev¬ 
eral occasions about young 
people frequenting the jwk 
after dark. VVhat exactly it 
was they were doing was not 
specifically mentioned, al¬ 
lhough presentations to Ciiy 
Ckmncil included the phrases 
Misgraceful and disgusting” 
and "a menace to public mor¬ 
als." One speaker hinted that 


what he knew could only be 
told to a small committee* 
not right out in open Council. 
The delegations demanded 
that shrubs and trees be cut to 
make it impossible for young 
people to hide in the park, 

C^ouncil demurred, saying 
that any cutting of the trees 
would ruin the parkas beauiy^ 




For Windows & Doors Made in Saskatoon 
and Built for SK Weather, See Clearly, See Sunviewl 


Visit us at 

3347 Mitlar Ave, Saskatoon 
or oniine at 

www.sunvl6wwindows.ca 

934-2870 


Specialixing In bow 
and bay reptacemants. 


We also do custoinr 
- Solariunts 

• Patio covers 

• Conservatories 

_ a _ ■ _ 


Saskatoon HOME Fall 2010 61 



















Besides, the Mayor added, 
there was some diilRcully 
in lighting the mside of the 
park, and in any case, as the 
City C^onimissioner noted, it 
would be almost impossible 
to make all parts of it visible. 
Council would agree only to 
stepping up (wlice patrols in 
the area, and thus the young 
folks necking in the park were 
safe for another year. 

Various amenities were 
added to the park over tlie 
years. The Kinsmen C]lub, 
with financial help from ilie 
city; built Saskatoon^s second 
paddling pool in the park 
in 1937. The bowling greens 
were added in 1940. Tlie Play¬ 
grounds Association, a pri¬ 
vate organisation which ran 
all the recreational facilities in 
Saskatoon from 1930-1963, 
ran a summer sports and 
activities program out of die 


park very similar to the ones 
ihat operate in the cily*s play¬ 
ground units today. 

School Still Standing 

Another focus of the Bue¬ 
na Vista community is the 
school. One of Saskatoon's 
few remaining *‘castle''-type 
schools, Buena Vista opened 
on April I, 1914. One of its 
first principals was William 
llolliston, for whom liollis- 
ton School and the llolliston 
neighbourhood are named. 
The late Sid Buckwold, a long¬ 
time mayor and alderman in 
Saskatoon, and a member of 
Canada's Senate, attended 
Buena Vista School. Today, the 
school has been extensively 
renovated and restored, and 
ihe innovative city-wide I;co- 
Quest outdoor education pro¬ 
gram is run from here. 




www.winmar.ca 


t Watmr EMtraciian 

t Smolrtf £ PirB 
RMtoratiOff 

t S«w#r Back-up 
( Stfucturat Drying 
i Odour Controt 
t Rostoraiion 
t Mould Romedimtion 


Buena Vista Expands 

Nowadays, Buena Vista ex¬ 
tends all the way to the river 
and includes the Idylwyld 
Freeway buOt in the mid- 
1960s. The freeway follows 
the patli of Saskatoon's first 
railway line, the Qu'Appelle, 
Long Lake and Saskatchewan, 
which came through here on 
its way from Regina to Prince 
Albert in 1890. It was our only 
link with the outside world for 
nearly 20 years, and was vital 
to Saskatoon's survival. 

Today Kilburn Hall, at Kil- 
bum Avenue and 6th Street, 
is a provincial juvenile deten¬ 
tion centre. But when it was 
built the 1920s, it was the Sas¬ 
katoon Children's Shelter, run 
by the C^hildren's Aid Society 
with a grant provided by the 
Clity of Saskatoon. Ihe Shel¬ 
ter included orphanages and 
foster care centres as well as a 
baby 's ward. The children who 


lived ihere often attended 
Buena Vista School. In 1959, 
new legislation came into ef¬ 
fect governing foster care for 
ciuldren, and the Shelter fell 
under provincial jurisdiction. 

Buena Vista perched out 
on the southeast edge of Sas¬ 
katoon until after die Second 
World War. The great build¬ 
ing boom of the 1950s and 
60s saw people pour into the 
new areas south of 8th Street 
and east of Clarence. Neigh¬ 
bourhoods went up almost 
overnight, it seemed, and 
Saskatoon soon stretched out 
toward the horizon. Now cel¬ 
ebrating its 100th birthday, 
Buena Vista - that litde patch 
of bald prairie far out on the 
city's fringe - is a cf)mfori- 
able, older neighbourhood in 
ihe centre of town, steeped in 
history and community, and 
looking forward to its next 
100 years. 

JEFFOmiEN 


Inh'oducing Tonic 


A Champagne of Micro Bubbles 
• Tonic massage system combines waler and worm air 
to immerse the body in comforting effervescence 
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Old-world craftsmanship is found in 
every inch of a ROCY home. 



Over 30 years of experience building Saskatoon's finest custom built 
homes, on some of the most desirable lots in Saskatoon and area. 





ROCY 


HOMES 



242-8600 

629B Main St East 
Saskatoon. SK S7H 0J8 
email: mfo@rocy.com 
web: rocy.com 










Shamelessly setting the automotive 
standard for the last sixty years. 

It isn't surprising that the Mercedes-Benz S-Class continues to be the benchmark that other 
luxury vehicles are measured against. After all the new S 400 HYBRID continues to lead the 
w'ay In innovative technologies like its new more fuel-efficient hybrid engine or its new 
smaller, lighten more compact lithium-ion batter>' pack - another Mercedes-Benz first. It also 
continues to lead the way in performance, styding and making you svant it reaily badly. 

To test drive the future of the automobile, visit your dealer or mercedes-benz.ca/s today. 
The S-Class* The icon, refined. 



The Redesigned 2010 S-Class. 

C ;!OtQ Mjeicedei-BenzCaiuda Inc 



Mercedes-Benz 


Mercedes-Benz of Saskatoon, 715 Melville Street, Saskatoon, (306) 242-6024, www.vwag.ca 





